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This monograph cevsrs Uhe opsrations of the leb
Mawy Divisien in the Elsenborn Ridgs ssstor om Lhe Belgian- |
isrman bosder 8 the end of ithe ALrdenzes fampeign dusing the
Gt o7, 1506 Fhibaty 948,  Taaemieh kx Bhw Gortal atSsasive
Lle gemerelily conceded Lo beve besr about sompiste wt this time,
this &®uion has not been given any spscisl nesme and is veriously
mtﬁz,& "Resumption of the Offenaive’. or the "Oountereffanaive’.

L

wr thifs division and sonpequeniiy made nc hsadlinoes, fits impor=
tance and the semiributions e cur militery keoowledzs were not
Sueh & statement can De ssfsly zmade sines this
!fwi‘tmn&w took plase under the worst wesibsr sondltions sxpesri-
ensed By this dlvision furizg 1ts four hupdrsd snd Torty-thras
tmm in eombet, There is Litile doubt thes the other uniis
whish were attacking during this psricf will resdily nsmm
snarel Elsennower sume up the sstion es Cfollews: " ., . 1t was

a5 aeveral of the zrevisus sctlons

not 80 mpectasuiad

h&mlr & guestion of whether we sould mele sufficlant Drogress |
uih tbe smowbanks of the Ardezmes Lo nmapiure o dseirny |
wigeifiesnt perdions of his Terses.” (1] A4 reporter sowering
the 1at Divisien puse i1 somewbai mors wividly:
"How eouid you tell fhem, hew sould you convey
with words eold wileh burned fingers as they toushed
metal , jemmed muptomatlie weapons snd even @manmd and

frove breath oa the diapbragme of Zhe sisrsphon
st our redion would net work. What mtin mm

|
|
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genld peint the mﬂ'te@mﬁ of mea who had no slsep for
&8s long as thrae days avd nigkie, no doi mesl for daye,
ne overapsis or ’&Jﬁxﬂkﬁ‘fe{! ‘bessuss they aould net de
brought wp over the impossible rosde? How sould youm
deneribes ths feelings &f mex wio day after day hsd Lo
fisht iz conditions whish snly polay besars enuld fiad
tolsrable . . . soodiilone mxm souid me% be wOrse
fer fighting?™ (2]

And agsin by the same suthor:

"Hext ds; ghmg bodies were allll Lylug whers ithey
hnd Tellem. ve dislreceing than “he pumber was ths
fest that so maay wers desd of wounmde whizh would never
neves besn fatal under vrdizsry umu@u,

"Nothing on whssls would funetion in the deep
snow. The oniy veuiclss whick would opsrste were
wessels . , . morik of tank Tracked Jesps . . - m there
wae M§ one of them to s belislivn. Imegine trying te

ammenilien and the ciber sowbat needs of &
WETS) u{tﬂm one veaisls sapebla af earrying only
wd 1‘Eﬁs®

%1t meant of ceurse that & wen hed "Had 131" if bhe
stopped ous. His 1ife expestapesy 1lv Thst neasm@ ool
was thirty miniise. 4nd he knew m:« e pould net ve
gotten out ivn thirty mimutes.® (3)

Merrism, iz his woerk which say he regardsd ss suther-
Ltativs Tor the pstied, bes this to say on the subjest:

"OF a1l the atlasks mads hy £171sd forces in
Weetern Bureope, the copditioms under whick this atiack
wae mads were, by all odde, ihe worat, The anov in
mmy saEes wes mi&% MF,, and svsn short infaniey move-
ments were sads undsr ths most tryiong somditions, The
:m- rosde wers Lea soated, and in meny plecse snoy
bienketels the fse. Tacks wers resdbound in mearly ail
cares, and the Cermase, by earefully losstsd sntl tsak
guns, sidsd by muxﬂe g %o the fors, were sble son-

sipually o hold A2lled tank sdvansss ‘umtal ths m:zm
sould mows forward to cape with the Garmen _sr
it was mm.n.iow salfl, flear zers, and The hn.-—*ﬁ '
exietenss inst ths ehmﬁa a8 at iesst e &1*9&.@1@
&8 Lhat mzeinss the eneBY . - e

At the risk of sppssring over-&rametis, thess
agnonnte bave Desn inesried here sxad emphasized s Bimee the
chisf aerit of thie sstion lise 1z ihe messures taksn %6
oversoms ihsse sonditions, namely the uese & meneuwver amid
‘bandilpg of £irs power, whioh sssisted im ashisvizg the sur-
Prise thet wae 2lss & Cerequisiis 1o the suecess af the
operation,

{€) A8, p. 788 (3] &6, p. 347 1{4) &2, p, 208
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‘Mere i, ol edurss, no way of ielling =i this
|1m1., Wt 1% is poseible o surmise that this snd similer
|-@mztm ralssd many gussbions for whiek Task Forse Foigld
‘and other Avetie military sxpsiiiions wers orgamized o Tind
auewera, Buffiss it G say that if our forces ever bscoms
invoived agsiin in wioter sampaigns in the same or similar
parte of the world, ihe cpsrations of thim peried will besome
I-.-m sbjest ef renewed and intensive siudy, It im hoped that
the solutions will bavs besn ebisined Ly thet time snd thai
ks troeps in the Tisld will net suffer ee grisvously Tor the
1uck of neeessary spssial oquipment, It might be better %o
‘say ‘dosired’ rather than ‘nesessary apestal equipmsnt’, sinse
it will De shewn iater that such items of esuipment wers not
essential 1o the suscess of the opsration, but whe can tell
kow mush guisker the se would heve beon snd how many
Jives would heve besn saved had the weather sonditions been
Puliy snticipated and prepared fort
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In er&gr 0 piace the emwu’fmiw im its proper |
lmﬂmm!u in mmm o the Lrdspnes Ssapaige 8E & u@,@m. |
it ig mscemsscy t¢ &o Besk te the hegina! |
woraing of 16 Descanber 16844, the w Lrey of m ﬁ’&s“@,, ew, L q
mended hy Fisld m;hxl van B:zgmaa?- ﬁr&u ﬂzw ﬁm -Mmy |
ksld line of the mn% UoBe brmy .&nﬁmng Thie reglen
| 11in e lly rugsed sssiion '
‘wlong the Germsn bepder im m@mnma,\%mu of its
‘sasiiy defended maturs, hss for thst Wry véeson been thrice
ohiosen by the Gerssas as sn stackisabe ix 351k, 1940 and |
irmily ngain in 1944, Thie gngﬁ:ns Wﬁx is regolved by
the fact m-& vesgues of ‘te dcfmim WGM&MQ L% was
mmm by the stissesrs Go be 11@;%’&7 M and Hﬁm\m
'wim slemsni 27 surprise would bs @ML m; WEE fm& ke
e B0 twiss h@fm by the Germans m&!M m no% fw|rrau
wreng he third Sime in 1544, mmiumm bessuge of its
insssesssability end poor read se%, ma?m. besn shunned by
puteiders, &s Tar bask sp the Birghnd
entury, CDount Wiliism &s is Mepsk, AT Wﬂﬁ Bull of the
f 5" had ueed 1% as & bame @i’ @mﬁﬁ’mﬁ for bis sesl-
weranding spaditions.

Faving mnmmm s !p.:nlr of ls,wgss in the
 Anohen secter for the praiested gﬂm@i g@s{; the Hosr Hives,

the First Army undsr mnm& m ef mum;m Lo

later Jeursed mt.

thie stiwawkbn. {8).
oy

{8} 4-2, Cep. I - IJE




Agpinet this wesk Awer’osz line, ths Usrmane
!ﬁ&&m&u& the fellowing line-np for e atdapck: In the
nerth opposits the houndary betwsen the ¥ snd VILI Goxpe,
the Sixth Panzer Avmy somprising four 58 panzer apd Tive
ipfantey divisions: idn the cenier cppurits the seventy-Tive
mils fromt of the VIIT Gorps, the FLfth Pexesr Avay of tivee
papser and feur infantry divisions, snd the Seventh Army of
feour infanicy divisiene. (8) From this order of Saitle, L%
sen ssally be seen that the main welght of the atiack was in
ihe porthern ssotsr. This spluien Lg smply substuntisted hy
Merriam, who staisd: {Bee Msp 4)

- "gwmrs that the bBrunt of the attask would be felf
Eers St R actars: st ha Aliextly wasssed,

Msmﬂur syns the Battlsfield through s maaia of
RFEEE LT QUER BT8R : & . a

”% : ;,.ch, 1% was spperent Lhst the Germans

wers Bot tornlag mmy it besdsd northwest towsyd |

Mﬁwm - Tt ﬁm 8isu obvious m& ibe smeamy wEE 40D~
aﬁbﬂm eg« mit twe auzillary sttacks Durther te

Gepers]l Eisenhowsr himgelf ststas ihat "tds northern

flank was obvionaly the dangerous ops” (7) snd pontinues in
sExeing:

T/Mhe The Armored Divieios's/ gallant seilon hed
besn DO M.@mm e the 24 Divislen et the wilslly
ieportsnt Mensehes sboulder until the lst Divisionm, |
undsr Frigad w tlenarsl 020t Gndrue, and the Otb, mﬁ.w [
mjﬂr Mml Loufie &, Orailg, sames up Lo ite support.
Thereafter, with these thres proved aod mtthat.mua
nni hom the position, ihe g&fﬁﬁg mir norihern
ah&hlﬂ.nr was peacticelly & rertainiy.” (8)

Toes sontidense of the Bupreme Commandsr in these
divisions is undoubtedly mest sompllmeniars, Bt 1L sso be said
without healtsbion that this feeling was heprdly shersd by
Cthe usite conrerned, or partieulsrly the lel Divieion. This
was sypsslalily sc singe on the merning of Decsmber 18, the
divipion was im & rset area inm fhe visipity &f ﬁffsi} M@

(6] A-2, pp. 122,026 (7} &-1, P, 353 (6} 4=, p. 346
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lgium, with muish of {is heavy equipment Lerny down Fex
overhayl apd rapsirs, s8ll repimental and sppsrate batteiionm
pdere on lesves in Lexdon, and lerges guetas of esiisted
men in Paris,

When the Germsn Blxth Psaszer Avmy sliusk in the
north, it wae met initigily by the 2d and 99th V.B, Divisione
which ware hylding the forward sicpes of Elssmberm Fudge,
Altrough these units later fell bask 4o bebtwr defensive
positions alens the ridgs, their stand sstablished the
ghoulder snd sanslized the Germen aiisek through the town
af Bellingse snd the rosd neit Turther svuth in the ¥III Jorpe |
gestor, This is the sailon to which Gemeral. Elssubowsr
referred sbovs. Bilnse the 99
pion and hed been the hardeet it in the atisek, 1t was
attached tu the 24 the tws wers geusrally zsferred i hance- |
forih ss the 799tk Divieion during this pericd. However,

im eglte of the abls dsfenss Alaplarved Ly iheme Lwo uniis,
they 4id not have Lhe trcoops o sscure the open southsrn
flamk. (Bes Map B) (9]

Ths 1st Znfantey wes then the anly rsserve dlvisien
im the Firet Avmy. Tte 264k Combst Tesam was slerisd snd
moved down o Elssuborz, fought off German parst-uecpe aleng
the route of marsh, was siteched to the 2-59th Division upom
its arrival sarly co 17 Desesber, apd wWoo B recsé agsinel ths
ZEt 85 Panser Diviglom by compring the sommsnding pesitions
sround the tewn of Butgenbash. (Bse MEps 0,0) In apits of
the _ack of uime, thess positions wers ossudled by davkness
of the same Jfay and LY turped out shat Shey wers so wall
chosen that the etismy waes never able to disledgs the 26%h
'from them., This sestor soon hesamae the point of The northern
shotlfier when the 2-99tn Diviaion was Torsed back, MWesnwhils

bh was mrestiesliy & gresn divi

!93 ﬁ-"’gz T 1-3»@



‘the 18th Combat Tesm had besn taken by V Oorps for ihe defense
ol i4s hesdguarters st Eusper agsiset possible fuluwre attasks
by paratroeps eand the remsinisg vombat tesm, the 16ih, was
alerted So move dewn he night of the 17/i8ih, I% was not
‘expested that thie move would lest &1l aight — it was ouly
sbout thirty miles -~ Tt swing to the insredible scagestion
o e roads scaused by the then supsriluous ermy serviss usnits
moving %5 the Temr, AL wae daylight before the finsl elements
‘elosed in the new pesitions. (10}
e wecond phese of iue defense of Elsenborn Rldge
began of 20 December sk dawn. Wnlle the first thase, s&
 poimted sut atove, was aarvied by the 2-98th Division, this
time the sstion senterad shout the ‘hot sormer' s Butsenhach
and the 24 Battellon of the 26tk Tnfaairy. Insssueh a8 the
Sixth Panzer Army snd spepifieally the Ias BE Panser Division
hadl Felled im 1ts stiempt fc mskisve & weskthrough morih aof
the dmblieve River, 17 was Thersfore desided %o stismpt o wilsn
the mpm bass ol ths Germs elates;
hen’ pert of the High Command ressrve was Shrews sasiust
%his mew southern fierk Profesting the Hidge /Elesnborn/, but
 sgain the Germans were too iste -- The Germsns sipsrisnssd
thelr firet grest wetbask," (11
It fe interesting to notle that this 24 Batialion
of the 26%h was slmost & new unit. Om ° Degssmber at Merods,
lupt outeids of the Burtgen Torssl, 1%t heéd lost two of iiwm
rifle sompanies whick were eut off and ssptured, and the
battslion wes resrgsnised exly & Tew duys befors 1T was to
pley ensh & vitsl defsnsive role. ATisyr the [lrst scerdinsted
teng-tnfantry attask of 20 Desember had Dees Lesten baek, tbe
iZth 88 Panzer Divieion stiscikesd twise hefore dewn of 2L
Desenbezr, Dulb sseh time savery wriillery plsce wiihin rangs

n salient.

(A\3) personmsl Emowisdge {11) &2, p. 111
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opened wp. Altheugh the 10,000 rospdw fired were sbls to hold
bask supoesefully the sscompanying Usrman infsniry, tanks 244
et through and five were sbls t¢c penstrate up to the 24 But-
mand poel where they were svernfiuelly sliminated by
the #F personnel with their bamocokss. The Tollewing day ancther
German regimsnl msnaged to meks 8 pensiraiicn betwssn twe eom-
pesiss of the baitellen with an undetermizsd nusber of infantry
supported by ianks; fhis Tores wae finally eliminsted hefore
dark with the keip of the 18th Infsnirs whish had besn relieved
from Lte sorps missicn with 1i%ile time to spare. Duriag thess
two days the L2tk 28 Punzer was knows to have lost st Teast
ke whieh ware ssen, and propsbly mers. Alinonek
attacks continued on 23 Desewber, ihey were of mush lesser
‘nteneity, Thst same dsy it was noted Shat parsly intantey

Larsy-Pour e

unite of the szempy wspre srciviag in the diwision sesier. (12)
About the time thet thess sttacks bagan st Butgembaeh,

the First Army peesed e the sontrsl of Field Marahs) Ment-

pomery's Ziwk Britisk Arsy Sroup. Howsver, the Harsbhal sppec-

entiy 414 not share the supreme commsnder's wonfidencs in ths

wmite defending ths shouldsr, eivnces during twe daye of the

‘beary fighting bs dispstobed sides down to ses how the 26th

Tufentry was making cus, Yhsy sust have besan plesssd with

whes they sav sinse mhorily afier, orders wsre ‘sesued that the

264 wes not Lo be meved from the Bulgenbuen sester without

Momigomery's spyrovsl. (13) Ome camnt let this szivecrdisery

sotion on the peri of sn ermy group commandsr pess Withom®

spesisl potisa, pertieuisrly sinse 1t wes ¢ have such an ‘

impertant bearing on the schems of meansuver of ihe Aivision |

when ke cffensive wag Tesumed, I% would be premumpiious (

te eritisize thie sstion sinee 1t undoubiedly srpsared

=

(22) &-6, pp. 323-3 (13} 4.10, Appenéiz #L

8 -




deeireble and necepsary &t the time and 1t is lndesd highly
sonplimsmtery te ths regimest sonserned; hovever, allowing
ths reatriclicn to remain in effest losg sfiszr the dsmpgs> had
peased and when cur own eounlernffenaive was o 81&Pt osn
adly be Justified.

For the balamos of the time up umtil 15 Jsousry
thers was mo effsnaive aciion on the vart of the Germans in
‘the 1t Diviefon aves, With ihs division seeior jubiing eut
in a saliept &%t Butgenbssh aad ite gsuepal front being paralisl
0 ithe German linss of communisation te thelr forsss further
‘waet, the somsequsntly svericsded enemy rosd nst was sontimually
‘hsrraseed by hesavy, securate fire of the Givisizs and sorps
argliiery unite, The swall setion whislh Toliows was typiesl
&!‘ the sriililery sstivity Suring this pericd, (1&)

ming a8 the Tog mﬁd&nlg 1ifted, an esnemy

reveslsd meving slong a road on the high ground belwsen
Faym sevills and Sohoppen some torse thousand yerds o the

mmmq Medlum srtiliscy was suickly brew

ght dows en this
mm end wes somiioued wntll nething mors sould be seen
;mlng in the sres. It was sstimated lhat the sollms had besn
:mmmm; Bt 4% wae not until this ground ¥es rasoversd
sose veeks laier that ihis was sonfirmed. Mon snd horses whish

 had fallen were almost perfastly prsssrved by ithe snow snd &

mount indizsted thet the cheervar’s report bad been wubstanti-

| 8lly sorrees. (15)

k) b-6, 5. 328 [15) peresmel knowledme
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of the pver zeslsus supportere of Gensrals Iradles snd
Petton, {(16) zgaines the plan sdoptsd by the allied com-

mapSer for slearisg the salient of the Germavws in ithe Ardspuss
and vestoring the fermer line. The First Army and Mewigousry

have betlh besn blawed Ter nut artasking south fres the norid

ehoulder of the bulgs 3¢ meet lhe Third Arsy siisscking nowil

and bence surround the tulk of the Germur forges wiikim, This
serteinly sounded like the loglnsl thimg %o de, Net being on

& suffigisnily high level to kmow all the fasts, ! wondersd st \
ibe tims why we 414 not 4o this. Fowever, in retwroepest, the .

angwer L resdily mppavent. We heve sesp sbovs the higher

aflsr's sonsern for the safsty of ke nerthern shoulder.

ﬂ £ SR

 Gevsral Tisernower mekes the crucisl poimt in his atatemsnt;

our sntire nopithern wiag.

* 4 . it sppesred Jikely st the Germen might sttsupt sesemdary
end supporting attasks etill furthsr %o ithe perth fn sn sifowi

to disperse our forses ant sosqmplish & deubls sprelivopment of .
The Intsllizsnes Divieion had sone
evidsnes that sush supporiing atiscks wers planned 5y ths

snemy." (17) We akse know that thue Germans had some reserves

‘with whieh to do this, smomg tbem the 10%h S8 Fanser snd the
11tk Pamssr Divisiomns which never were compitisd in ihs Avdennes
fighting. (18) IV seeme chvious im the Light of this ibst an
aitask from poinie as far easl ss ihs corner of the shouvlier
vould only bave sourted Turiher dlssstsr in i, ey
thwe engAR

: The plan ¢f sffensive whish wae sdopied callsd Tor
Marshel Montgomery 96 begin hie attssk on 3 Jepuary (10 the

= AW -
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sipected sd415lonAl German atiscks had not msterjalized by
et Sima) 4n she VII (orgs sssler si the far emd of the enemy
pempiretion in tos wsh. This wes to be followed by attacks
in wrn by the XVIIT Airberne snd V Oorps. (Sse Map ¥) In
esgence the plem wie Lo sgusens ihe suemy oud of he asliest,
mum% a8 mush W &5 poesibls in the prosess, amr
then stlespting e mers smbitious and risky ides of irying 3o
mlﬂ!u s sspla

ure the forses within ithe mige. Lt was
stly foriker desided when the sffeasive wae foreoiated
on %8 Decsmber, that the Pirat Avmy would vevert 13 General
Bradley's sontrol whan the 1stter effssted & Jumsiton with
the Third Army in the Visinity of Esuffelise, {19,2C) The
effenslve wee resumed ag scheduled by ¥II Cerps om J Jsrmary
while the XVISE Afrbosme and ¥ Corpe comteilmssd by diver-

ElORaATY BLLaOEE.

Waile this seilon was in progrese ibe FSTEt Army
iseuad Lte Istter of fnELpiotions af 10 Jumiary wiloh outiimed
WMQWMﬂMGWMa mmmmﬂmm

=) Ml Lo L‘s" fi@:i mﬁ %ﬁiﬂn m m WMS

¥V Corps in M iI ma s mttesk o slenr 1 the ONDENVAL DEFILE

tau Maxy. 4% “rom ae parpose of Teslliistiug the mtieck of Tih
moreld Division u.wsm XPIIL 4B Carps)” and in Fhese ITY
mmum;mm hhs gauaral line pecallel wmw
Fenblton of thé AMSSEVE RIVER from fust south of BULLINGEN to
hern outskirts of .am.m {&2L) la e‘thm' mﬂn,
aftar m@umm&emrw e 7&%%;&%@3
£t. Vith, V Oorpe was to pived She scutbern end @f its lioe
uper ihe hinge st Butgeubash snd ewing it senerall
with the 24 Divisien To the movfh.

(18) &2, pe %61 (R0} 4-3, D« 242 (201} Ak, D, 336

AT




Jet Mivision. It is surisse So pote that st this time the
| @ivision cosupief x Tromtage of sprraximstsly 12,000 metres

with {48 thres Fegiments om line, whils 4he 24 and 998k Divi-
sions had fronte of ADD0 snd

5000 meires, respsstively, ysi

their mlopione were only to hold snd meintalim, The guestion

immediaisly srises as to why ¥ Gerps 414 noi have the 24 take
over some of the lat Divielon's sesior, as wes dose later, so

‘as to Trse ope resimeni of ths lat Tor mesesuver ln ike stisek,

This 48 exmety what Gsneral Andrus of the let wished to have
deme, ot for some undimclomed resascn his recommendation wss
not sppreved. (28] Bines the Pirst Army wae ptill s part of
Montzemary's Armg Greoup {(the Piret spd Third Armies hed not

vet mek 8t mﬂﬁ&m}, spparsully kis sld stringe on ihs 26tk

'll"

gimert could nod

bs ueed in the stisgk. fowersr, Genersl Heraw of the V Sorpe
svidenily resliized the 4'ffisu™ %y of the missizn sgaigmed the
divislon se ke 414 ths nexs best Liudng by lesning ope of the
26 Divimiom"e Teglesnis (ths 234’ te ithe lst Divisiow for the
eesond mtase of the clfsaaive.

in sddition to the finsl cbisstive of the AMBLEVE-
EULLIRGEN lime menticned gheve, the more dsitaliefd missions
ssaipned the Lgt Divieion consisted of fasilileiing the pesasge
of the Téh Arvwered Division fhrough its lines, mainteizing
contast with L%, enf to prolest the left (esst) flank ¢f the
EVIII Adrperve Cozps. (2%)

The mein forges opposing ths divieion wers cur clid
seguainisansss, the 3 Farsshule Divielozm, Thie walht, B velbarsp
af the German ofmpsigs in Creie, had besn sneountersd before

apdy end twise in the Wurigen-Etelibsrg Campeign, (24)
taln arount of mmtuel respest had been sngendsrsd

{22} 4D, Appenmiiz #1 (23) L4, B, 326 (24 LT, PD. 13,38



between the two Adivielonmg., This enemy unif had jolined the

foay at (he begionling of the Asrdennes Offencive wilh the misslion
of halding the northern flank of the breakthrougn. It held a
iins Tasisg the 30tk V.E. Divisicn and our 16th Infantry Eesgl-
mant genepaliy Irem beyond WEIBMES esei o & sorili-seuth Live

oh BOEOPPREN with its Bib Regiwent am the isTt, (28) the

Sth on the »ight and the Sth in The center. Extending sast
from the 54 Perackuis Divleien and pepsrally oppesite the 181n
and 2Eta izfsalry Rsgimente was the B9%h Velkspremséisr Divielon
weieh wae mot ouite s well known %0 vs. Uite 1055tk Segiment
held ihe northern sdge o the woods in the BUTIENEA

sres Lo around the MORSIHHECK CROSEROADS whiish was lmawn to be
iy well organized positiom, (Bes Weps o, D) Ita
1086th Reglment, was apparently in reserve in the HEPSCHETID ares,
but ihe leestion of the third regiment, 17 Lt sver existed, is
mot Aisslosed, (26) In seppert of the 3& Farschute Division
wers the mssauli guns of the 304ik Assault Gun Brizade, slihough
this welt was not positively identifief, (27) To the wesd of
the 34 Parseuds Diviglien was the 184h Telksgrens
fssing pert of ths %0tk .5, Divisiew. (28] (28)

) . *

be an azxie

) N ig@ mviﬂiﬁﬂ

(253 4231, pp. 199,200 (26} A-7, pp. 28-3¢ ([27) 4-5, B. BLi

{28 “mau;g fanaticsl in their m&ism ware the
Lhag isr (Peoples's Infantry) é,,ﬂnami vrgani zed

tember 1%, the personnel o these wers inter-

h the B8 &1&&1@;. The use of the words

Grenadisr' — =n hm@m m msm@ﬂ

t»h@y WW axt) g%mmg m
mkimlmﬂy mmm guns, and

iy up effesiive lasl-diten “&-&‘M@’
mis mm tlm ﬁm‘h&‘ﬁalm gharply with that of the
Volkstwrm units organlersd Later :m “the wer.,

*Strongest of the verious typss of infsstry weve the
pereghnute divieiens, pert of the ground combet Torsse,
m«:. sontpoiled by the Cerman Alr Pores. These wsre cars-
fully ssisoted, waill-trained snd -squipped wrask infanurs

d&tmim with only & small psrsertags of the treops

-
.




It L8 interesting 5o sobe that the from® of ihs
} s jerasn Infaniry Diviaior (Ses Map &) szitended tc fzclude
"d the area ix Tront of the 24 1,8, Divisien, ss wall ap thit of
\ T PO, infantey, whdek wee & line mesrly twies the
j | lemglt of shat allotted the 34 Persshate Divisien. Thle
: might be interpreted to iadlecate thet the Germsns ezpasied
the iniiis]l Awmerisan attssk 4o We in the l&t Divislen sealsy
ip 8 southerly direstion which le senfirmed hy the sapiured
sstimute of the situvation of the 3d Perasbute Divielen of &
Janusry Listing an sttadk Scward 47, VITH ae first smong ew
intentions. [29]
The moet ponsise cund bBeei overall sseount of the |
Janemy sifustien in the sester of the lst Division s given by
the Ddvisiom 4-2 who later wrote: “During the time beiwesn
|
\

 the Berman preskibresgh spd the Divieicon's atfsek to the south
' the smeny had seen his best Zorsss mhet un, bls reserves som-
mitted , his Arive surbed and turned

und his mein powsr siawly

| pisg awey Ty storitien, lask of gasoiine 2ni the perelysing ‘
rigors of winter. Ey the middle of Janmary be uo longsre had

the inmitiative of Altask; bhis moatl presulng zomaers, im fani,

wae to geit whel ke souid of hils indispenssbls panger divisiens

of¥ Zhe hook, To ancomplish this 1% was imperative thet the
~shoulders of his original salisnt bs held firm. He sould mot

8llew any radustion of the mouth of his bulge, simes nis rosd
‘mets, slogged with traffic snd blocked with Euow, wereslresdy
csarTying sspepi iy movement, The lose of any rosds &t 811 would
e Alsasirous . + « o The sasny’'e siratepgls Dositlion forbede e

iﬂgi -&:“Im 'ﬁ-’ 35

{28, sontinued m 58 pereshuiisie. Bessuse they
sutmoriz teanghh of L&,@% offisere asd men and &
ise ulm%& af machine guns thean the permel infs
Aivigione, the pareshute trocps were the bhesl flttaed ot |
the Germas m,!.ts for stosl residiencs om an sxtended and |
apen f=ent." - LA, pp. UNE-T !
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 glow and orgsnized wiihdrswsl; he hsd to bold the ground he
was onm snd mold it to the Lest manm." (30)

' The ¥lan of atitask apd objeciives Tinally sdopted

By the Ipt Divieles for ihe firsi part of the stisck (Fiost
Army Fhasse ..‘EM ere ge follows: (Bes Map I

4 Tafantry ~ Aight »egiment, attashed from lhe 24

' Mvision. Oleser and sesurs ihe ORD

UEFILE, ﬁha'e&ﬁtmwn %&g &@was of MO

Right eentsr s Mﬁ. fspture ths town

TULE, snd 1ater *&e ﬁ;iu.w ef

BORUPEEY nak The DAk metes
soutl,

{ts Airget fnmm

s&iteﬁﬂ

The TASLR Tenk Battalion (atisehed Lo ihe dlvislon
pdy) supported aseh of the stimeking regiments
peny, &8 &34 slse the atiached tauk destreyer
battalion.

Fech meginent bhed ite novmsl 1ight, direst supperi
&rgiliery, The divisiopal medium sriiilery (Sth Fi Bn) (31)
reinforsed the light A*Hilisry of the 234 and 16tk Infaniry
Fegimenis, whils the sttached 555th PA En (155 sm. howitzar)
reinfarged ihat of the 18 M&:g‘g{; The A06th P4 Goeup,
somponsd of the TSMh T4 Bn (25 pewmder, British), S63rd FA BEa
{155 mx. bowitzer} and OALst FA Bu (4.5 in, zom) was in direep
support of the divieion which was, in sddi1%ion. suthorizse e
orll &imessly on the 180tk ¥A Group [200%h PA Bn, 155 mm. gum;
B87ih FA Bu, 155 mm. seif prepeiied gun) fer reinforsing
firea, (32) Toue, tbe division hed the fires of six medium
artlilery batialiona (twn for esch stissking regiment] of
various iypes and vengew, with oms hyheld lighs ,Egmlﬁm.
threwn in feor gosd messure,

A30) &7, p. 26 (3} persopel Jmowisdge (32) &-&, p. 338




T will he moted that this plan of cperstlicon
ipvolved mo spwsial mansuvering of the regimente on the pars
of the divisisn., Un the extended sitsekizng front given the
divigion, there was Litils @;smmmmj o 40 2o, and thars
eerisinly was d0 ghiestiom of raisizing A Tegiwent iz Pessrvs.
Howersy, sash Tegimsnt was ablse %o hold euli &% lssst vne
vattalion whiah, coppidsring the three logsther, sey be said
te constituts the sguivalexnt of & regimeat in Aivision
Taearve. &8 well ss somprising ikbe reserve of sash Tegimeni.

The plan may be sonsifersd te have besn ambitioue
itione, but 1l sesms evsn mors &0 when the

ten imte eopnsliderstion:

fallewing ploture s sk

"ovar and above amy reachics by ths suemy, bowsver,
WEE tﬂ dirfisuliies of the Yerrais knd weatbsr., 3Boik
pr ted gonditione whish wers slmost insuradistalls.
T™e lerrein sewprised & zerise of high rifeer snd desp
draws, usmslly hesvlily woolsd. Thess chstzeles, ditTi-
sult ensughk 1x thenss.ves, ware greaily inerssssd by
thes westher; a desp snow, over a fooit and & a1l en
the levsl sad runzisng A% high as Tive fost in drifts,
soversd the ares, grousd was frouep, making 1%
sxfiremely diffisuit to dlg suffisient sover. The temp-
sraturs noversd arsund 20 degrese snd ths wind wae strong
and euliing. MMs weather wae sc bsd, in sus, ihet during
the engagsmant FWe often exprsassd surpriss that the
mvimimt ‘mud heen ais o abback &b 811, Ths sy ad-
vantage taat the westher rvasented, &nd 1t was = momsvhel
lsf' o 4 ope, was that the mviﬁm wae often eabis
1o ashisve furpriss besauss the sssmy 434 »ot belleve
whel an &tﬁmﬁ vag possible under the preavalling
senditionas.® (3%)

_ However, thse division stlill bed cme see o play,

Iz spite of sll the wrtlliery whick we have seen was lined up
ie ite suppord, 1% was decifed Lo atiack before Gaylispt 15
damcery without an srelilsry preparation. Tals was expsoted
the surprlee somplete, It wes iater lesrmed ihat

t-}w desirad efTent wae sshisved. (3%)

(33) &-T. pp. 96-27




Sharily sfter midnipht = sircng sneny scmbat peixel

of ovesr Tifty men abisched the 1ALk Infeniry pesiiioms, 8ince
the Germane bad bsen expecting cuy offsnsive sinee 10 Jeayuary

(the Tsot that oms would oome ehorily wee fromt line gossip),

1t Lo poseible toat ey wers attemphting te gain additiomal

information &3 %6 cur inteniliens aa wsll a8 trocp dlepnslitlions,
"™ie pmbrel wes finslly driven bsek at aboul 0430 hours and
shortly therssfler Lhe three regimente jumped of7 togsther.
234 Infantey -~ Uslog their pesitions nesr WEISMES

‘ag 8 lipe of deperturs, fhe 24 end lst Battaliene trudgesd
iaborionsly through ths suow toward REMONVAL end BTRINBAOH,
reuPeshL wly,, wiolsh were dsfanded by shout 3520 men of the %ih

: sgiment, It wae sn up-hill advence with She ensmy
iy possession of gvod fields of fire and the dominant oheer-
wwting. In spite of this and the well mined approashes, whish
egneel ths loss of btwo tenk destrogere and & tank, the twe
towns snd 100 priscmers were taken &y 1900 howra sfter bitter
houss 1o house Pighiing. (34) Ons sourse states; “lLiitle
snemy reastiss to cur atiask on 1b Jumuary wes noted az the
remainder of the front.” (35) however, Ihe fellewing meccunts
should indicete that this wes scmswhat »f &c understsisment.
- Mg abiseiives of the lel anf Ixd
TLLE apd the hipgh ground ¢ ths asrih.

(Wsp E)

Bettullons were FALMONY
sagt (Left rear) of the Zown, respestively, whleh wers hslf by

the 2n4 Bateslion, 9th Perachuis Regiment, Dven though this |
Tegiment was Tasing tws atisciing Sweriesn regiments and the

town 1% wae defending was ia & vallsy, ths defsnse was condustsd

(34} A-T, p. &F (3B} A5, ». 81




go well $5a% both battalions rsy inte sariocus ALTTisnltles
with ths result Zhat by alghtfall snly the nortkern portion
af FPAYMONYILLE wes in our hands, Both uniits loset a tank in
the mivefislds sad esch suffered shout sevensy cususliiles
apimcs. The Eiatory of the 16th Tafanfry blaae

£ those o the
Ipd Battaiiop oy the "Past that the Pegiment to the sset /18Th
 Infantry/ haf mot foliowsd the originsl yisn of movimg up &%
ibe same time ss the 10%0," (36) vwhils the V Gerps &ssounk
states that thes T8th Tunfsniry "demometrated™, (37) The lst
 Pivision mepert shows m ¥1lighily differsmt pieturs.

ind domipated the cbjsative of the Ird Batialics, 164k Infemiry, ‘
mentioned shove. HowsTsr, ihis batialion wee saugbi by dury-

iight Le fromt of the main 1lins of resistanss of the 1wt Bate

tallen, 5tk Prrachule Regiment, ia wide open ground
enemy opensd up with such sffeetive firs fhat what wee lefi
of one company wee driven bask to 1te line of depsriure, while
‘ihs other was Pizned down on HI3L 587 by morter snd mashine
gun fire frow threse sides. The pround
was Limposelble v diz in ecspietely altbougn: some shallew
koles were blusted wiih gresedes. (38.33,4C) The met result
wag reetisalily enly & dswmematrstlon Bud Lt sertalviy wes
fhrcugh no fauli of idbe amit.

Aithough the surprise achieved Throush
ef an sreillery prsparatlion rebabhly assisted s11 wafiis iz
gatiing within umlt,ﬁ,ﬁg distanss of thelr objestives o bale
sstually helped the 18k Yefsnters very Littles sines ihat regi-
sent was atlsekime upndl) iz the opsn without mafural cover
ar sdequate supporiing vosls. Op thelotherbsmd the 1645
Infantry sdvepcsd pemerally dewahill with &l least ome good
roud lesding Yo 13E opjsctive. Hspondly, FAVMONVILLE, ¢hs

wae so Trosen that i3

the ahesnos

el o i e R TR
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initlal sbiestive of the 16th, had besen stesdlily pounded by
the divielonel snd sorps artlllesry for well nigh & month -=
this hed besn their primary target, Uoder sur comstast ground
and merisl ohssrvation, 1iitle could move im this lmperisnt
sommandestions center without pringing down sritililery scneen-
trations . so that thers was Lilils movre that am artlllery
epsrsticn ssulid have sosomplished in thies ares thst bad not
siready besn Looe. thermore, the ezemy ihiers had been
thrown ofT lulemes by ssveral full scels preparation yrevi-
pap’y which were folliowsd Ty guiet psrisds, thus eshancing
‘the sisment of surgrise when the sitesk *7nally materisltzed
engenfering & falss sense of sesurity. (A1) ‘
A% the snd ef the Tirst day, we fimd Lthat the 1st ‘
Diwielen had sesursd REMONVAL snd STEINSACH, i3 had s fenuous
the left flsak of the 16th Infanicy wes expossd %o snemy fire !
from ELINGELSBERE GLiL, The most imperbtant results of the ‘
riret day m parely negatives in that ths fnli realizstien ‘
ef the Aiffisuities of suprly, svacuation snd trosp movement
were Ariven hume,
Bome of the more detailed tastisal and leglstisss,
sensidsrations Wrought tut inoluded;
s  Toe one "Weassl" per LuTaniry baitalien was the only
vstilels which gould wusesssfully nsgetlate the suow drifie
sinee jeaps were Fracilesl .y useless axashi on ihe slezred
2., Mime detestlon was Aiffieuli, iIT net jmpossibie,
gines mines burisd dser or undsr hard packed snow frilad to
meglater en the detsstors.
Fo  When off the rvads sp infantrymesn with his souliDment
souid g0 mo mors than fhres hundred ysrds without stopping
for real.

(41 psrasnal eowledss (A2) AT, 3. 27
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L, Digzing iy Trezen ground wae impossibls witheut
Tiret blssfing the surface with grensdes. Later esch man

wee Lesusd Two half-poind bluske ef TNT for ibis parposs,

Put even Lhis bmd ite disadvantsges pinge the suplosions aften
atirssted enemy Tire. {47)

5. QCseusliies had o be evaguaisd much mers guiekly
than ususl aipes onee & man fell, he would bessme Frozen mnd
esoverel over by the dxifiing snow.

§. Bome infamiry mnliis overeame tbis &1ffieulty of
wovement omliy through the sxtensive use of Germsn halfiracks
whieh they were forfumsts fu havinmg and retslining.

Ts Artillery eould mot follow in sleas surpart s
repidly af ususl sines 2ll poeitions had %o be bDulldvzed out
of snow Arifts; thim had te be soordinsied wiih the sliresdy
4 snginseres wbe had theis hande full in keeping
| the rosds open. Nesdlsss o ssy, the artilisry was completsiy
' B, ‘roastor drswn astillesy had te dleplses, ss had
Beer lssrned previously, Ty esheles using the limited ameunnt
ef 4.%on trusks ix the smmmition trains e&s prime movers,
sines the grovsers necsssary Lo pive Wreciionm on fse and anow
bhad not been provided. AL this tims lhese were Ln the procees
of wamfecture on & contrest lstb Ly the dlvision ordnansce
& Belgian Feotery im Dapes.

9, SBignal commmpicstioms in all wnlits wars impsired
sines wire broke and Press in fhe enow while molsture
sendenmsd and froze in radic mierophonss, 4% times L1 was
mizk quisksr o 1sy new wire rather fhan attenpt to Tind &
bresk in the Lime unfer ths snow. (A&]

GTETATEensd smELD

C{43) A-6, pp. 247, 3B0 (48] perscmsl knovisdgs
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fegimept, and slements of the Oin Parsshuile fsgiment had
retired 6 strong pealiiieoms om tke bigh grousd iz the WOLFS
BUBUH sonth of the Asblevs Hiver (thia Tormed one side of the
ONDENVAL MM? while ibe 274 Beitallien Gth Parashute
glmay AYNONVILLE for positiens on ibe
BALD elong the rosd Teading out of the towa ssuthsset to the
asxy Ghiective of BUHOFPEN. (Des Map E)
g3rd Infentry - Although the vlilliags of OF
wae clearsd by poon apd ths high ground te ths easy sssored,
| &b mEnaged to reash the moril wesk of
e hnbleve River wns subjssted %5 sush intenss tank and
artiilery fire froa ths porsciailsis entrsashed in the WOLIE
RUSOE that 1t wes forsed to withdrsw bask to the highsr sround
seuthesst of the vilzaem (84}
L6hn Tefanicy - FAYHORVILLE wae reporied slear oy
000 heyrs snd m regimeut eontizmed the advenee with the 2nd
end Jrd Battaliens oo the right snd left, Fsspestiwaly, in
the direction of BUEOPTEN, Beosuse of the impsssible »oad
sonditions st this Yime, tanks were uwishbls to suppert By ss-
PHpERATiAE the ieTentery in this sdvance, In additisn, ins
peratrseps (2nd Bathalien, 9%h Megimsnt) kad shosen Gheir
resitione s0 well 4hal they wers stls to pour is inlensze firs
from thres sides which forsed cwr 2od Bettallienm fo beld up
is the resr of the woods haifway to 18 eblsetive. Inasmuch
BE ths Ird Bettslicn wes siill cutflanked by ihe ssemy on
SEERG and theve was no cover nor supperting rosd iz

HENVAL

Lte 2ector. 1T wae unable 0 Esey pace wifh the Zmd Baitslilewm,
hence the imttsr wes in torm sutflsohed. (46)

8th Infaniry - The L&l Batdaliem, 5S4k Perachute
Esgiment, ad,é.a@ 'by mmmlly hezry arfillery suppart,

g%} &-@w gw &ﬁ (@) IM ¥ ﬁﬁ 1%
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sontimied 4o bhold ELINGELEBERG HTIL im & siubborm reverss
mlops defense, Hewsver, this poeliiion was psriisily outl-
flasniked on the west by the Ird Zatislien's short sdvanse
from the resr to the forwerd sfges of ithe woods mext Lo HILL
B65 Logsiber with its sttached tawks. (&7) Likewlss, the
Zné Bettalion by-pessed thls positilsn te the sast, but ite
‘advance was stepped at ths perihers sdge of the MODERECHEID
CREEE sgp@:ita the fﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁmmg wooded bill mass kmown s& the
BUPGENBACHER EECK, mm the B9tk Fusililer Battalion apd
slemente of fhe st Datiumilom, LOTSth Tefestry (Soth of the
clesgranadier Dirinies) were atromgly intrenshed, Tils,

togsthisr with the MORSORHECUE zeights further is the sast, was
ks mein lime of reslstance of the epemy L1n this septar

ILSEERG position im frant musl be regarded as

wiah sn srcsedingly streaz oms, I will be

dsry petwesn the Jrd Parsshute snd 90tk

Velkssrenadisr Divisions wes slsarly fdentified inm the drew
Juel east of RLINGELSEERG, (48,4%)

The fivieien bad 1ittle progress to show far its
efforts on thisdate. Ths advance of the 23rd Infasntry,
together with that of the 30tk Dlwvisicn om ite right, Bad
outflanked the snsmy Ln tne WOLFE BUSCE south of the Awplevs
Eiver on melh sides, but Dis wee & sbrong metursl dalensive
posttion whish seuld not sseily be redused. Likevwise the

NGELEBERG position was & serions obstanis in Lha patn of
i 1% was half surroundsd.

Bings fhe primere shisetize of this second phase

of the Pirst Aray sountercffensive wes the ONDENVAL DEFILE
whigh was blosked by the elements of ths &ih sud 9th Prrechuts
Regimente hoiding sut L2 the poskst intrenshed in the

(47} 2-13, Appemaix #2 (M8} A-24, p. 368 (49) persomsl imowledgs
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Hiver in the Wi

WOLFE HUSCH, the nssessity of rsinforeing ihe atissk in thatl

gestor was evident inm oxder 40 slear ths dafile Tor ihe Tib
Armeresd Division & pase Shrcugh on the way ta 1ts attask om
87, VITH. T% wee therefore decided by the divisicn ccmmander
to wirengihen this push By sbttashing, the swe yet uncommi bisd
let Batselifon, 18th Imfsntry, to the 2%rd Infantry. Toe move
wes sompleted this dats.

Puring this day the Zet Batialiom, 23rd Infantey,
garsied 1te advanes wall intc the ROER BUSOE whilsh formsd the
eant side of tha ONNENVAL DEFILE in sn attespt %o slesr the
passnge sné move heyom
OLFS BUB0H, Insssuech & Lhe 16t Infantey was
alrssdy i an sxpesed salisnt, L7 remsined in the pesitlions
taken the prsvicus day.

Imfantry - 4 glatosn of the Stk Parsebuis

i the snemy posiet aeTose lhe Asblevs

Regiment, supperted by two tanks, lsunshed & sounteraltask

ageingt oor 3rd Battalion while st the same tims the enemy

ardillsry firs waa sgelp pe ‘nlsnes as had ever bsen en-
sountersd by Ths divislen. The alsskewing of this fire the
previons day wae belleved o heve been csussd by the 3rd
Perashuie Artilisry Reglmsnt (whieh correepopds to our Divi-
eiom Ardillery! meving %o more securs sreas. (50) This le
8 very likely sssumptior sizpe most Germsn artillery was
bBorssfizava, sxespl iz the panver dlivisions, hemoa &ny Jasi,
gim] tansous Aleplasepant, pariisularly under eush veaiher
sopditions, would maierislly reduse iis sapabiilties of
furnishing supporilng fire.

A2tsr the 3rd Battslion bad repulsed the German
silask, 1t suscesded im mesuring BILL 566 vhich dominated
BUHOPPEN to 4tbe south in the 16th Irctapiery's sector smd thus
dreyw s noose mors tightly sround ELINGZLBEERG HILL, This
ection ales partisily soversd the ezposed fisnk of the 164n

(50) &=T, 9. 29
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Infansey, which thue pereiiisd 1% Lo resums lts advauce
Leward SCHOPFEN the Teliswing ¢a¥.

Just prier te the time when ithe 23rd Infantery was
te jump off im coriisuing the sttask, the spemy Bih Pavachuts
Bagimsent, whish had been reisforsed snly renenily with 160
Luftwelffs replasemsnts, together wilk other slsmenis of s
rad men supported

St Fegiment smounting te ihree %o Tmur hund
by Five ¢ seven sslf-propsllséd gpune slartsd & major sounier-
sitack sgalings the et Bstlallom in the senter of the ROSR
HIBGH, The immediste objestiivs of fhis unfounbiedly was o
rellove the pressurs on ths sutflanied elements of Lhs iws
snewy regiments still holding oF sorose ithe Asbleve River i
the WOLFS 208CE. Hesondily, we have dsfinlte svidemse ir the
3rd Farashuis Diviesion's eatimste of the situatiom of & Jemu-
ary (51) that the enemy had divimsd our intsntien of atiecking
eowsrd 2%, VITH So whish this sres was the key. Thie oisy
wae the senter of & road net whileh was Lndsepensesis Lo the
Germans both in exirigatling thelr valuables panzer divisious

in the western periiem of ths bulges snd im supplyitifisibe
remainder, {Ses Maps E mnd 0) Heses the resctior o ouwr
‘peretration ip this regicw was the acet wigorous snetunfsersd

in the sourse of our sttask,

Tie counteratisck wavered pack snd forth through
the ROAR BUSUH with woch severs fighiing ustil neon and wam
filoaily declersd over at 1400 hours after the nd BPattslilion
bad hess poemitisd frem the regimental reserve, Tha eusmy
euffered betwesn thrse and Tour hundred casusitiss and [52)
sehisved motlifng tut & slight delay. Wesnwhile slsmsnts of
the sems spemy ragimenis stitempiasd to best bask the 304k
Divieion whiek wae enei=eiing the WOLX'S BUSCH frewm the wast y
but the attaphs likewise were bestenm off snd that divieios
wvompletely broke theveugh taelr posliion the follswing dsy, (5%)
(52) -7, 8. 75 (52) &7, 3. 28 (53) &9, p. 112




MONTENAD iﬂga S&@?lﬂ whils ths attached ls®

Battelion, 18tk Infantery was io sposs ihe AMBLENE RIVER on
the wess, blesk ‘n the south sud % the sems ftime sitask morth
%o slsan ol the pocket enfrenched sround the northern sdges
of the WOLFS BUBCH from the rear. Iz order ie undsreisnd
tale astion more slearly, 1% J& best Lo digress at ihie poimi
inte s more debailed semsidersiion of the terrain in this arss,
e AMBLEVE RIVER, whieh genersiiy flews %o the west, burns
nordh thrvagh the ONDENVAYL DEPILE whéers 1% bende mearly two.
thirds arcund the bigh, rugged snd heavily wooded WOLFS BUSCH
whereupyn i1 resumes Lts westwsrd dirsetion. Beszuse tkim
411l mess was Lhe domimatimg errain festurs v the ares snd
was perilslly protectsd by ks AMBIEVE RIVER (mpre liks &
wtresm st his podst), 1t was am exirsasly strong teetissl
poeliion whisk formed s natursl poskedl withim our Lines,

begause of ihe river barrier, the let Baitialliom,
1ith Infeutry, was forssd to sttssk thie posiilen without i%e
morwsl tenk suppert, (54) However, possinly becsuse it was
novsred by the noise of ibe above-msnticped seuniersttask
whick was gelug on at this same tims, the baitalion was able
te sshieve souplete surprise i 1ts sititesk from the sonth
sgainest the pooket with the resuit that thres B8 ms., guns,
foupr 105 me, hewijssrs & balf rack and an ammnition dump
ware ssptired, tegether with the scommander of the Llet Batialion,
Sth Parschute Reziment and the remnants of his walt. (55)

We have sesen above how the 1lsi) Bastelien, 2%pd
Lufe nhry was delsysd by the sueny countersthask, Yut in
epife of this delay, the battellon resumed iie methodisal
advaase over ihe diffisuli terralnm in ihe efisrncun and
regletered substantisl saine whieh put the regisesnt in a

geod pegltion to stisek

X & t?}%} fi"‘mfn BZ. ggg At?;
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next shisetive of BCROFFEN. The movement
the 2nd Bstéslion still leosshed on the high groun
town Alraeily asrges soustey to the woods sBout a thousand
yerds to ths west of tha objeslive. (56] Durimg this sdvanes
ihe ensmy infiitrated to the ™ight resr of the altssking usit
threugh & SAD whish appears i have been 1000 to 1500 Fards
wide betwees 1t snd the 234 Infsztry. With the help of the
2nd Battalion supporiisg S5y fire from the WI1) <o the rear,
the snemy was slesred ouf oy Lsate afierncen snd the Llet wae
able to meintein Lt advensed peeitiom, (57)

wnck astbhs 18th Infeniry had besa able to make
BACHER REOL, the maim resulis of ths day wers the sleanimg eut
ef the epemy posket around the WOLFS BUSCH apd the fapt that
AGHOFFEN was domivated by the Torses on kigher ground op twe
gides, Thls put'our froops ip guite Taversble Soaitlops,
particuisriy when ths Germsr lowses wers alse takes ILnte

When this duy dswned it wes enowing e puch sn sxtent
that cbservation was imposaivle, Alzhough i1 wae umssely Enee
desp ¢ shart, 1% drifted meh Bigber and ainse Lt sontizued
msat of the day, the stors becams slmest & Bllusard, To sddi-
ties %o the trasked vehisles whish eome anits alresdy hed,
sral berrewsd sleda (soms of Shem hersedrswn) from the

vigne and toe aftecks went absad op sshedyle. The weather
wes s atrosinus thet surpriss wae virinall y sompleie, Fer

ks sl purt the wriiliery soudinusd to reasln silent until
retally peeded in the final ssssu_t,

(S6) 4«8, w. 197 (37) 4-4, p. 368 (58} personsl knewiedge
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4 Infsniry -~ The 3rd Battalion entersd its
IFELDINGEN without oppositicn, tmi the 2nd rap
inke stiff resistense st sbout 1100 hours when 1% approashsd
EZIBERTINGEN whiech wes protesisd by box minss, self-prepsliled
gure snd & tsnk, In the imitis] sesenli our iroeps mansged
o ssize meveral houses o fhe noriherm slges of the tewm, bulb
4he spemy soeelsiing muinly of Luftwaffe replscemsnte promptly
‘scunteraitacksd with wmesurl fereaity. This stiask was broken
by & o cse=-in medium srdlllsry scnsentpatiem directed oy m'
aonompenying forward observer of the relaforeizng Sth Fisld
E=tillerr Baftaliom, (59) Yowsver, it was ogly after more
savers hand to-hand fiphting thel the speEy wemssvenituslly
pried out of kis sellsr posicicnsy and begsn o witadraw fe
LE _:'aiil.._:=.‘-is;a-t.-:=t- st sbout 1400 houre, (80)
| | A6ts Tofaptry - Although on She mrevieus day two
battalioms of thig reglmemt were In positicr to assesls
HOPPEN from fwo eifss, the 22t Beitsliien contirued So push
hrough the wosds %o the ssuth vsntil 1t gslned ihe high srousd
_ IBERTINGEN, thos restoring eontast with the
deft fisnk of the 234 Imfantsy and elosimg the sxieting gap.
in the bWilssard down the road dlrssily opn SCROPPEN, PFPregrese
whs extremely elow ip ibe dssd snow, but Lhe Germens wers
unable o ses the sdvanse and nerily suspected then an attack
wae beleg made, Cutposte wers slim‘vaield befors ibey sould
warn ths eusmy trospe biding Tor roissiiem from tas westher
ip the esllars of the tewn. This chjsetive wes takan by 1100
houre and %ho sitacking battslion took up defsnsive poeiiicms
on the Lill sbewh 500 yards southwset of the town. Msesvhile,
the resarys 2ad Sstislion wevsd dus ecuth Prem i%s suppesting
position snd £iiled in the gap betwesn the lef snd Ird Bat- |
fallons. (1) Widh only smsll s4justments the 15th Infeniny

I (80) 4-7, p. 29, &5 p. 83
P _::._ &43* Ez 199 L # 4
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niimoed %o hold these pesitions until the mext phase of
the attask on 24 Jepmery, It will be poted thet this left
moeslh of the reglmenl oub im the wonds snd snow fer five daye
with the wesuli that supply and the pravention of frosthits
besame major preblema, The snginessze worksd throungh the nighi
of the 19/00%h, but rosds wers s3i1l blesked sempletely by
stranded wehleles in the marvizg.
18th Infaptry - Likewise uader cover of the Bilzsasd,
the 3ud Batisliop moved southssel scress the szposed draw
spparating it from the wsetern efge of the BUTGENRAG
whick gave it & toe hold on that formidshle obstssle. Bimil-
tanemusly the 2ad Baitaliom crossed the MODEREOHELD URE
the gouth and effeqted & jumeviop with the 3rd; thus ¢
ELINGELEBERG outpest was #Mﬁ&-aﬁély sul off. The ianks of
the Ird Batislion wars them broughi sround %o rejoin its
perted unis over ths rusds in the 20d Bsttelien mester, (62)
With the opening of ihe ONDENVAL DEFILE, the way
hed finally been oleared far the Tikh Armersd Division we
sttash towards BY, VITH spd by 0730 hours 20 Jamuary, sil
Trisndly roadblocks wers remeved from 1ie peih. &) shough
this seeurred pesrly iwsnty-fous hours behind sched

wle (6%,
the schisvement of the 23rd Infaniey in sveomplisbiing this
hard mission wae & sotabls one. Tn sddition 4o ke ALFTiani-
ties of westher whioh sil unize suffered (imeludisg the snemy),
ths most forbidding ferrain was sneountersd fn this area,
Bxsondly, we hsve seen that the enemy resisted hers mors
stubperely and serisinly scunteratSasihed '

theyn elsewhers Lo the division eepior,

Aitumuen the attschment of the 23rd Infantry to the
lat Division was over ssseriing %o the corps order with the

(82) 4-13, Appendix #2 (63) &-C, p, %28
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sespletion of the senend phase, this repimsnt sontimusd on

dio@ 20 Jeuvery ssd saptured MONTENAD, the last of its
objestives, by 1800 hours. The 1t Ssitalios, 1Bth Infentry,
%53 besn relieved from ivs sttashment o the R4 ihis date
and - the repiment 1tself sssmed to he stiashed fo the lati
Division durins tke night of 21/82 Junuwary, The DeTm
seundnry became effsative with the completion of the sesend
phase snd the positions of the 23rd Inferisy were taken over
Wy units of the XTITT Adrhorne Corpe, I(SE,65) The 18th
mnfant>y sontisued o work om ithe BUTSENEACHER HECK during
the Tirat pert of this period with the supperi of numerous
artllilery soneentretlions, but the stubbors enemy wae abls te
irad verds. (8€)

limit apy gaine o o faw kund

Turing this phaass of the First Army oifensive,
here was axmple svidsnse ths: %he MNezie Hed been Bt bard ami
‘had suffersf soneiderable losses, We noted that LuTtitwalfe
replazeneuin were Lrouski dows from Nolland ieo reinferes ths
this apparentiy hslped mattere little elncs prisoaers rsported
on 21 Jenusry that all semblancs oFf reguluer sompsnise had been
lesk in ths Bin snd Itk Parschuts Tegiments whiah had bean
soubined into ene Betile group, (€7) Ws also imow that im
addition io stienmpting o held pack the E3rd Infantry, the
Bt Parschuis slso bers the weight of ike atbask ef the Jeft
regiment of ke A0%h Divisliod. (B8]

fnother indiestios was the sppsaranss on 19 Jspusry
of & ecwpany of the 352 Infantey, 246th Germen Infartry Divi-
slam, in Ma%'g of Tvpldingen. This divwision had previcusly
Pesn in file Emm—v  Bres Tasing the Fth T.&, Division
te the north, More -a:?‘ Tlie reziment appearsd on the AVILI

Alrborne Corps fromt 21 Jepuery ssd the A0bth Infariey of ths

{63} -6, 3. & A= B 118 (E5] AA, Dy FTE
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same division wee idsptified in the Mopntenmu-E tingen =
‘the following &ay. (69) e fapt that m MQML!. Néﬁa
Divimiom sestor fn the porih somtimued fo be Beld by the third
reglment of ihe divisien, logether with Lts fusilier betia-
Tien indleated that the Germa
im thie ares, sslds from the LOKSL:
eontizned to be the smly genersl reeervs for e who.e sesior,
har lesrned 22 Jeomery that & batile group sonsigt-

ne nad ne WOTS reserves o sommit

ompeny eash of the Hin, Bth wed 9%k Parsshuis
srmed wiih the missliom of Torming

ef the despletsd Ird Pwm‘m“ﬁg my 2ion Aurips tais lull ‘=z {be
Amerisap ofTensive Llivetrates the stubhorn =

herdy tenseity with wbish he scntested every favorabls terrais
festure. It san realily be seen from the map that a lins
eonstrusisd Trom the Morsehhesk Crossrosds

tinily shortened the German

l.ms, offersd gosd defensive
ooniticns, snd elimigetsd the danmper of sasirelement to the
Eth Parashute awd 10554h mfautey Hegimente in the Hegk poei-

tlons. Is summery, the disposiilons of the Germans
wlsmsntes of the R4fth Infantry Division aleng ihs wesi houndsry
of the 1s% 0.B. Pivisden, the 3rd Parsshute Division holding
the genler Trom Lhe vislndty of AMBLEVE up inte ihe BUTGEN-
BACEER UK, wiih the 83%h Velksgremedier Division scempylog
the malin part of the HECE ihrough BULLINGEN spnd up spposite
part of ‘me Pnd U.8. Divialon.

Wars

{63) 4-5 v, 83 (70) &%, 7. B4




While this phase ¢f the Amerisen sthssk was in

Progroees, Laperisnt b angen took plase in the higher sommend
m the sorning of 15 Jsnusry, Msjer General Gercw turmed over
ihe sommspd of the T Corpe to Major Genersl Huebner, former
comsander of the lsé Divieion, wilsh time endsd thet sacmslous
situation of & corps with two sommand:
momth. (TL) Genersl Puskmer had hess dseignated Lo sommsnd

the, sorps snd hed seinally left the divisism two daye befors

Garman breakitbrough, i for ressons pever publislzed,

1 Gerew retuined sontrel while the lstter snd his staff
stood im the sidelines. Althoush the corps srder for this
sountersffensive was issued by Jensral Gerow bnt sarvied out
by hia suscsssor, spparsntly the latier hsd mssieted in ite
formulaticn sinte thers is no evidense e indleate that there
were any imporiant changes inm the basie plen when he mesumed

Segemdly, pelzols from fhe Firet and M™ird Armiss
met at Fouffalize on 16 Jamary and in acsordancs with the
pesvious direstive of BHAEF, the Tirst Aemy revertsd from the
pomtrel of Field Marshal Montgomery to that of Jeners. Rrsdiey
at midnight 17/18 Jamssry. Along vwith this chsngeover wsnt

Montgomsry's stringe on the use of the 26th InTaniry whish had
had sush sarisue effeste in the preceeding phsss. Oonsequemily,
the 135 Divislon's sssl boundary

herten its lime by the sasigumen
ibhe 2md Divislen, The relisf of the 26tk Infsn

8 :nm&ﬁm. for over &

sommenasd on 21 Jauusry snd so

apleted Iwo days later.

{72y -4, ». 368




e stage wae now set Ffor the Tissl stlessk order
ef ths lat Divielon te selzs the finel ohjestiva, ths high
ground from AMBLEVE to VIJLLINGEN, sseigned ix the carpse
Field Order §34, With the 26tk Infaniry In sssembly ares
sowtn of BUTIENBAODH, the divislen hed returnsd
tiomsl "two wp snd oms baek" Iormatlien sad fimelly hsd &
pigsalle forss with whiech 1% sould mansuver, The dlvision
zisz (72] 1in genersl eslied for sideslipping
unita imto positiom, oftem using the sreas held by cther er
neighboring forees &3 llnse of dsperiure. 'The Stteck was
laid =t in pheeen se Toliows, (Bee Map ¥)

#l = 26t Infentry, soving O i
~ lizes of ihe m mw.aixm LA f!.

Bettaitse (1at), wnils & batiaiion (ied)
of the 18ia mmw{ edratsed STromially
é;ﬁiast_ths n&iaee forces in the

e the sonven-

e varieous

s 2 - i‘aum through the MORSCHHEOK pesition
T of ihe 2610 Infsntry, & buattelion (m; of
ths mm Infantry was Lo pelive MOUEBRECHEID
whils snother battaliom (3rd) of tne Esm
5!»&.&&& 8 ;ﬁ?‘m o, ﬁf e ri&gs mm?h of

e B et Sl ARESTH 5 "
Waile, s mmﬂ* on (2ud) of ﬁu 1§ kh
m!&u&g was o push swt&z end segure the
gouthern sige of tne woods cmiled the
BANMBUSUH ebeut L1000 yards north of MIRFELD,

L §5 ~ Using the 2nd Battealiion, 18th Infantry's
posltion st MODERSCERID ss tke line of
depsrfure, fwe Batialilsns (lsl and 2ud) of
ths same Tegimsnt wers to extend iue line
of the 26th Imfantry southwest slong the

ridzs,

s % = Fansing wireugh ke chjevtlve of the 2nd
BattaZfon, 18th Tufantry, & patialion (Zrd]
sf the 16%: Infaniry wes Lo securs KIRFELD
st ithe end of the ridge whish was the Tinsl
shjastive of Posss I1I of the Firet Army
sountereffensive.

(T2} Woen shis sttssk order wes Sssusd, the writsr bsd sn
sxtrs eopy of fhe sosompeaying overiay mads In anid-
eipatiom of vetaining 1% in his peravsal files voen
the war was over, On 1L wers slss noisd the pattalioea
asmizned te ths vETisus regimsntal objssilvea,
togstier with the limse theas wars rezeried as sesurs,

= 72 =




The srtillery lize up beaind the divieion remainsd
gsnsrally the ssme ae L1n Phase IT, with the following excep-
Sloms: the 1504k FA Srowp lest the $87%h A Bn (158 mm. &P
Gun) whish had besn stsashed te the Tth Armored Divisies,
wWsile the division's own medinm battallion, the Sth, was to
reluforse the Lizkt sriillery of the 26th Infaniry inetesd of
that af the 16th Infaniry whiek was noi 4o play &o lsrsgs £
purt im this phees. Newewsr, the latter msintaiosd ite som-
mind oaticne wikh the 15ih's direet eupport &riillery sc that
thsre wae 1itile ned susams,
neture of ths asdvanse, neither of the two medium bettalisns
reluforoing he 18th and 26tk Regiments needed to displase
from thelr pusiticns nesar WEIWERZZ einse Both sould swing im
peelition witk plenty of range to spare. (73)(T4)

Tt will be seen that this plen iwvolved the meximam
uss of syillful mEmeuver om the pari of ihe division im ordsr
%o overcoms the sontimuisg problsms of westher snd the &uii-
| sipsted stubborm dsfemss. Ths redusiion of the H9th Volke-

- RERSUEIRUS SHOADE pesiticne wee the kay to the suscessful
sonelusion of the Phase III attesk. It is svident that the
8iviston plan sontemplated this, By senkaining the
BUTGENBAUHER forees with s frontsl sttask of the led Bettslics,
1Bt Infsaiey, while hitting the snewy st MORSCHHEOK
Tlank with & bettalion of the 28th Tufantry smergisg from
the 2p4 Pivielon lines in the unorth snd then pesging snciber

bettelicn of the LBk throush the 26%h e MODERSOHELD, smy

sneny forees remsising ixn the HEOK wonld be vozplstely sut
aff, Toals wss partisularly so insewueh &5 theve was ne read
out of thet ares whish 416 ot pess throush SUROPPEN (hald By
the 16tk Intapiry) or MODERSUEEID, With thie svcompliszhed,

Besauss @f ths general plveiling

(TR 4-h, p. 538 (74) personal knowledgs
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thas slresdy wesiksped and outflsnked Torses =f the Jrd Parashuie
Dirisien could be pushed of! cur objeetives by fronitel advances
in the sestor of the 15%h Infastey whish would in Yurn oul-
Plank those remaining in the pata of the 16th Infantsry.
Burprise was o bs gained boln by be direstiem of the verious
attacks and with the lask of spesisl axiiijery preparation

as 8% the begiwmning of Passs 11,

The attack jumped off sarly in e morming &s
schedulied and by 1000 hours the lst Dattalion, 26%h Infantry
Aegiment had taksn its ohjestive fer the division’s first
pemes. This 18 8l1l the mors remacisble sinse aesordizg to
thes B02r the MORSOHHESE pesiiion (neld by the 208 Bsvbsliom,
10554h Infantry) was "possibly the best erganized of the
enemy’s defeneive positions™ and in sddition this wae on the
highest ground in the whols division sssler, Howsever, he fur-
ther states that the snemy Robe®ly lesst expesied an attecsk
in this sres end that the bresithrough was achisved by means
of complste suFIriss us we savw had been previousiy planmed.

The success of the iniitial azsault jaolated the enemy 1;%
Bettaiion, 1@5:5'& wmmms; whieh etill remsined fm the western
F ot JTEENBAGHER FREOE. (T0) (78]

™he sexssution of the dlvision plsxe sontinued withent
slteration. The Jrd Bsdtialion, 26th Infentry, gained ite
objestive southwent slong the =idge below ths 18t Batialion
a% 1635 hourm, (75) whils the Znd Battslion, 18th Tnfaniry,
whieh wee motorized snd mounted om tanks, (T6) pessed throu
thes 2nd Divisien m 26tk Infentry positicne in the sattask on

WONERSOHETY., The 16tk Infartrr surporisd s stissk by five
from the newly gaised positicn of the 2ud Batimliom in the
vaods weet of the townm (T7) sad 1t was reporisd clsar at

(78} &T, v« 38 (78] see Kote T2, p. 32 (7I7) &-%, B, 369




22790 howrs, The defending Jd Batiallom, Sth Parachwte
Begiment, polilsd out for HEEPSCHEID st dusk. While ihis wma
moing fm, the 2nd Sattsiion, LUS64 Infanmtry, whish hed

suothersd by ouwr sctillery, (75)(7€)
Tous, &t The spd of the day, im addition te the
280 yrisvmers taken, the ressining forses on ike BUTGENBACHER
HEGE. weres iselated and the lst Divigion was well situsted te
sgoop thew in ihe mext diy. The dlegorgsnived resistsnce sn-
sounterel in this sdvenecs indieaisd that the enemy was sapable
af littls more ssricus opposition im the diwision sseier, The
srman dssision te hold the BUTGENBACHER
The 208 Bstielion, 1055tk Hsgiment, was only able fo extrioste
& 1im!ted mumber of iis iroops ss the neoss was tlghisnel.
During the alght of @4-25 Jarnary the BHth Velksgrensdier
Pivislon withdrew te the Lime HEPSCHEID - BULLINGEN with the
loséte sommithed s the mertdh and what reseined of the 1055th
Imtentry in ke south. Likewise ltoe JIrd Parachu
peiled begk to & Jine bhetwsen HEPFENBACH and VALENDAR
S5tk Yerashote Asgiment ‘n the former ares and Eampleruppe
Sshenk (remnants of the Fih Faracbute Eegiment) in the lailer
town, (78] Witk the szospiiom of AILL B85 on the spproximsie
boundery between tuese two 4ivisioss, the Position wes pot &
sirong one sinss BULLIMGEN was somplsts™y domissted by the
high ground of our new.y gsined MORSCHHEOK

gslisnt wus sexvensilyvs,

3 Nﬁitiﬁﬁ =

The 18tk Infsatry atiscked from MODERBOEEID and Ty
Loso hours the Znd Betisalion ked gaimed 1ts chjmesive wlomg
the ridgs juet north of MIRFELD. (72) Inssmueh ss thesir
paizrels found the latter village 3o bs prasiisally uscerupisd,

(78) A5, py 8% (79) AT, p. 8Ly see Note T2. p. 32

a§§xe




lwe sompsniew of the Jpd Bavislion, 16tk Infanicy, were loaded
on tenks and tank Sestrovers so Wkat this unly was clss on
Lte @kgc@uﬂ By 1815 hewrs. (8O}
whiile, all apperently was net golng tos wall
aleng the jeimb &lvisiop-zorps beundsry, Assording to thet
shown in the divisico speretien srder for First Avmy Fhsse I1Y,
the town of AMBLEVE -'&mﬁ- wae fust cuieide Lits right (west)
poundary iz the ssstor of ihe Tih Armored Divisien. Pirst
Army etated, "sueepl that AMBLEVE had wol been tekem, the
EVITIT Atrborme Oorps wse on the objesiives delined in the
fors of 10 Jampary." (81) Thers nhdoubiedly wes another
shangs in orders as a resuli, because on the evicue dsy we
sse Tlens YWelng made fo take thie vilisge. Appsvently lhe
lat Division wisghed %o havs the 16ih Infantsy attask is eom-
Junetion with iks Tth Armorsd Division, but the regimenial
pmsnder preferred ts send the Tet Battellom in slons. 4t
any rats & plateen wse dlspatohed frem thst unit om the after-
peen of 25 Jasvery and AMBLEVE (AMEL) wae reporis
2200 howre sines ihe enemy offersd culy alizsis eppssition. (82)
First A=my somswhat yroudly srmeuncsd ihat "AMPIEVE, AMEL sod
MIRFELD wers 81l im the hande of the 16tk Imfaztry,™ (BF)
thus making thres fowne oot of twe. (B4)
Althoogh after a short weething spell, the division
4 the cffensive whish ssrrisd it throngh the Slegfrisd
Line 2 sssond tlme, the nomelueion of Phsse III of the Pirss
Arey Coumtercffensive soincides wilh War Depariment'e offisisl
sonslysien of the Ardenpes-Alssce Campalpn om 25 Jamneary (045,
this ie thersfors & Tibling place Lo end this merxsiive,

g % k-8, p. 203 g ,,Ng A-%, 2, 186 (B2) 2-8 p. 202
A3, D. 147 (BR) Tt wii: be moted that the 1ii00,000
maps of this sres are of leg.tm erigin and mu UL
-m&& smnm, mmg the 1 3:‘% D00 maps were pust of the
Ge! mﬁ.ag sovering the bordsr region, thus the sonfuaien




mring the elsven Jay peried of tuls offensive
tue gnesy Losh 1277 prisonsre al ths sxpense of 1037 sesualties
suffered in the V Sorps, meiniy da the 2¥rd Infsatry sud the
let Division, The porps soctunt summarises the acstion in
atating thet the lossss in the 1t Divieion wers "wslatively
ifght eonsliering the ares of zroumd taken and the fzet thatl
the snse By waes streagiy enirsnched in preparsed field fortili-
sstitne snd towns." (8%) The Nivisisz G-2 consluded his

narretive of the mortes's cperatioue in 8 m:eEl somprehensive
sunmary wolek 1% is diffienli 4o lmprove umpon: (86)
“Pre fighting duwring Janusry ssrked the gread
deflation 5f ithe eusmey’e smbitlious plac of 16 December. A%
the beglmning of the month . ., . s had the intentlion af
Helding what he had with infanierry divislozme, whils he regrouped
his psnzers. 4% thes end of the month be had besn fovsed To
glve up ewen this scmpromiss msasure: The divisions whiszsht be
bad Teft to beold this sslient were sacrifided, and his whole
atteniion wes devoted fo wlling sut everything net waently
dod s the vompsrative safety of ihe Blesfrisd Lizme - o v o
Inlksgransdier Division, stiscksd,

mla& &itd cut to piessz, were moil vellisveld, nor were tusy
Teinforssd heyond & irickie from Hollapd,”

"In splis of ths Sispiritedrmess which was evident
in some cases, the sanemy "ol up & bitber, exhaustleog fishi
for the @"mﬂ thet he held. AL no pofat 814 he retrest
defensive terraim. ‘The Ligher spemy poliay of eelling every

pressurs, ns maiier wnether he Lsld gond or poer

and doring the first days of the stizck, the ensny bhad sonaid
srable sucsess wiih afs plap, slthough &1 ahaiiarisg soet in
sarsennel and squisments. Iis loeges were indesed severe.”™

(88) A%, ®. 370 (B6] &=%, pp. 32-33
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"One elemsnt whioh alded the snemy im his dsisying
defense {though 1% operated sgalnet him by izersssicg his
_:m“,} wee the bitter wesihsr. Terrain whish would kave been
A minor wobiem in suprly and evasustion durisg the summer
mressnted nimost luseiuble problems under s twe-foot cover of
BASW o ¢ » s » Binee most of the terrain covered by the
Piimzu&m- in Lis sdvense was open ground, thers were ne villsgss
or houses to shelter the troops. Meny of the advance compenies
epsst two or thives suscsssive days with mo more shslter than
ihey sould dig for themsslves in the frogzen ground. Altegeiher
‘the month's cperaticns wers as diffioult sg say in the Divi-
eion's sampaigas.”
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Field Marshal Wontgomwery's rssptriction on the use
oT the 28th Infamiry kad far reachisng sonssquences in regard
e the sorps end division plex of tastlesl speraiism In the
susterafTonsire, Had this noet besn in sffesi, it 1l som-
seivable that the sorps sommender wisht have sxisnded the
pectors of both the 99th and 2nd Tnfaniry Divisicms %o iha
eouth sad west with the Latlier takizg over the aress ol both
the 26th smd 16tk Imfentry Hegimenis, The Lat Divisiom seuld
then bave atiscked on & norasl Trontage with iwo regimsuis
en iins which wag even mors desirable than nmusl beasuse of
v wesilier. We huve seen thal the widgh of
the diviaion asstor wes reducsd ss socn ss 1t wae within the
powsr of the sarps somms
Phese III of the offspsive. It was thsa only nessssary 5o
baye ihe 2nd Division take over from one regiment of ths lat
Bivisien elnce the latiss’s fromt hed slresdy bheen lessensd
when the permansnt corps boundarr sgein besams sffsztlye al
the end of FPhsee LI, Ancthsr poseibllity wou.d have hesn o
have sagigned ilue ONDENVAL DEFILE sestor sn the fTar righs of
the division 4o thes Tth Aomored Division, thus lTstilng that
wolt Tigni 1%2 own way threugh the defils with ite srmored
infanteyr babtialions, Howsvar, in the past it had besn ths
genera. orastice when possitle Ge have infsntry divisions
and, thal wundouhtedly wee one of
the reasons why this 1des was zo? adupied.

e sorpe commsnder Tightfully thraw the whaolie
welght &7 his ariillsry behind the let Divieion imssmush &g

afler o do so &t the sowmencssent of

it was the omly ome of his unites isvolved in the offsnsive,

This Bgain iz an indlesilem that he Tully renlised she 44r-

fieulsy of the mission he kel sseigned that Aivisien.

Forbanately, with the corps being on & guavier sirsles fropi -
~ B8 -




pucn as this wes, 1t wae possible for the wriillery to swlsg

'gn posicliom im order %o engsge auy snemy Attask in the merth

@f the seshor had there been any need o f¢ ss, ¥He slso

soted sorrspily 1m sseipping some of his srifllsry the dusl

wission of suppecting the 30th Divisiow in the adjissent serps

{AVILT Adrboros ) mw, waich had the mupplemsutsry missicm
LE Trom the west, This

5% sloe
The plan of sperstion sfepted By the dlvisisn te

ssoure 1ts cbjssiive in Phage II of the Army effemslve was the

smly ome PFeasibls undsr $hs clrcumstansss ol hHavizg beexn
apsigned %o sttask on such & broad front, Usipg snyihing
‘othar then & fromtal sitagk was hardly possibls om the divi-
alisn Isvel since the smplogmsnt of mebile slrikias Torses te
euk of T and emsirels the snsmy was imprectissbls iz wiew of
the prevalling weaiber eonditions spd with one regilmsmt
in peslElon op ordars of higher hesiquartsers. Tespiag im
mind ihat his primery objesative for Fuess IT wae the speming
¥ the ONDENVAL DEPILE cn (his vight, ths dlvision sommands
'mm e walght of the stissk on that side. Ween it mp-
pesrsd that the Lask might be %00 AiZfiesult for the Terses
Theve, he progeriy dispetebed s reiaforsing batislisen e
pESiss, even mwgn i% mosnt weakening the Tsgiment which was
4o refuss the BUTCENBAGHER HECR sslfent, an sgually sirosg
pogition o ikbe left of the freamt,

In ke third and fins. zhsse, mansuver and atiask
dm umexpected dlrestiene from aress nsli by other friendly
waite wae smploysd te the maximus. BEven theomgh the begionisg
ef this astien invelwed & Trontal ssssult sm ihe snemy's
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moet strongly fortified poslilew, Thle ailll helids frus elsce
am asepanlt in that area was not sntisipated by the ensmy,
marder sogld heve decided Lo held & regiment
o ressrve =nd ot the other two In the alisek, but he shces
‘the lsss sonventlopal methed of employiug walts of sll thres
iz ordsr wo strike from the Tlank and sidsalip the regimenta
Snto pesition. The mirprise and resultant sonfuslen srested
by this msmeuvsr was sush that the enemy had me opporfusity
%o venst affectively belors hils mein pogliien in ths BUTEEN-
\JHEE. HECE wae oulflanked and leet.
It will be noted thet the seiion in Fhass 1T took
six dsye Wille dhet im Phese ITY emly lasted fer twe. Ewves
hpugh tne distance te be coverad inm the former wWag somsif-
arably more fhas im ihe lettar, 1t Le conceivsble that 17 the
sy Nivision had posssesel & reserve Tarse with whish 66
meneuver 1t eould hevs entflscked ths ONDENVAL DEFTLE frow
the sast. I% might heve been thus redused mers guiskly with

lese sffort and sven Tewsr casualiles. Mhis pessinly sould
bave besn dene by Pessing s Tegiment throwsh the 161k Infeniezy
posltions im the visinmliy of SCHOFPEN and stiaszing EIEEDH-
TINGEN, IVELDINGEN wad MORTENAD from ihe norih snd sust whish
wunld have eut off the defils from the resr.

It i& net glsar wny the commendsr of this regimens
45d mot use nle Jrd Babtalilen uniil forged e cempmit 1t dusding
the Berman sounterstiask of 18 Jmuery. Tis is ths more
TemarEalle wiem Lt 45 reslized that on the previeus fey he

held tws battalions inm reserve, and yat 1t was on that day

Ehat tae desision must have heem made e raluforss the drive

in dhis sector with the lst Battsliom, 18is Infentey, Sscondly,
the stitached batislien wes sssimnsd the diffieuld mission of
erorsing the AMBLEVE RIVER and stteeking nordh fn the
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apposite direction while two of the orgenie bastalions stayed
in ressrve, BHowsver, Ll is possible fkcatl the Tsgimental
sommsnder TorsEew the counterattssk f 18 Jamisry. overesti-
mated %8 severity, and henss dssired m siromger reserve inem
marsal, The lattsr is guite probable im view of the Fant that
this regiment was Ln & rather sritical poaition parilenisriy
in that 1% was ths ome regisent mstaslly invelved iz Fhass 1T
of the irmy sttask, The apizit of soeperstiocn and geusral
funetiening »f the regimsat du~ing the perisd of attechment
was such that 48 sesmed sz if ‘% hal sivsys been & part of
the &ivisien.

This regimenl ccusiatanily saployed two battalions
in sssault with ome “u reserve, the latier of whieh wus ususlly
fibe ome naving borme ths Brunt of the prayious Tighting, The
sapsure of BOEOPPEN ie an sroeilsnt exanple of this. Althouzh
dm & position to stitack from two aldes with the let and 2nd
Batislions, the lat sentizued te despan ithe pewsicsiion, the
Zo4 by-pesssd the 2nd in & frontsl stisek om ths town, while
fthe 266 Battslion went iate reserve in & positicm such ss te
e sbls to support by fire Af sesesssry. The Tast that this
sttask toek plaes furing & bllzzsrd sontributed grsatly to L4z
suseese lun et the surprise was somplete. The regimeniel

der scted auiskly in ssizing the Timal ohjesiives of
NEVE with smsll, mobile, mamw Tarces
while his retained the initistive, reather than weiling te
organige & Atrongs™; soovdinsted altsel., Om the murfacs

this wee apparantly & clesely saleuleted »iek, zut in the
Light of the exselient intslligenes svailable, the caly Loglesl
ustien was 3o lake the ohswae rather than run ths degger of
legizme the initiative,




The failwre of this rsgiment te maks subsitsntisl
mu. initinlly was cndoubiedly saused hy the weather and
the sxpossd tsrraln over whish 1% hsd to operate. The enemy
A the ELINGE. SN

i3 oukpest had s mirong reverse slopPe posl-
‘tien eonmbrolling the Tlank approsshes %o ths sain lizs iz the
BUTGENBACHER HRCUK, while ithere he hsd svery advanbags of
defending on high ground with the mazximum sover snd congesl-
ment, Soth ssssull bettalions of tas 18tk Tnfsmiry hed te
aperate ef lenst st ome point iz ihe route ef advanes wiihous
the suppert of heir tanks -~ the Jrd Babtelion in eromsing
the mersk ares from the west whers thers wers =0 roads snd
which was under the direci obssrvation of the snemy defending
SURCPPEN, sand the 26d Battalion in the expused approsch to
the sentar of the RECE, Tn boih instsases our forsss wers
mw chssreation of the exsirsled snemy o ELINGELSBERS
Lasily, in this phase, the regizent had no rsssrve when iis
1st Battalion wes sent ts reinfores ths allask of the &0rd
Infartrs im the Opdenval Defile (it only returned Trom thay

: ;g,ia-gim iy ¢ime to be smploged im Phees ITT), The conmandes
san only be sosssnded for delaying his asssuli on lhe wemterz
end of the FECE untll covered by the blizzard of 19 Jansary
in erdsr To geln surpriss ssd to pave casuaities. When this

fFinally tosk plass it wes esrried oub Le the claseis manmer
¥ith & flack envelopment by the 3rd Battalion and a froutel
asesnlit by the 2nd Batiallen,

Ipasmunh 88 this unit did net pariisipats in ths
offemsive until Fhass ILX, wWoleh wes sseentislly & scordinsted
divisiop setics whish o
masis, the sstienm of this Tegimert thers is nel sspersisly

srnat be dissusssd on s regimenial
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@iseussed, However, 1% must be remembered that the 26in

sEry had the evitissl adseien of srasking the VORACHIES
SROSEROADS defenss, whish wsa ike key to the Alvielon setion
snd npon whish f4s success dapenced, The fast that L1t wae
sosomplishsd a0 =spidiy that 1t was hard y notised shouid enly
s the soptribetion asde by the regiment.

Artillery was vesd it inflist me much dsmupgse
pessible end o ksrrass the snemy, partieularly in the FAYMON-

VILLE ares, for losg periods before the begimming of the
eunteraflensive in the 1st Divieion sestor, Ws have msen how

1% was used slss sp & mesns of gaining surprise ip the isiltisl
stteek By Tiring woek sraparallions seversl daye in sdvenes &L
aueual Nours, followsd By the sbsence of any preparsatien for
the setusl asssdlt, This issbniques was ®o sucsessful thet 1%
‘wae ugsd agAin ih the sapture of BCHOPFEY and st the beginning
of Passe 1II. 'Msls, hovever, 414 not preslude i4» full uss In
slose suppors of the islentry when enemy sontast had been
gained snd om wm ef eppactusdlty st azy time. Oessailon
ef the laiter typs of Jirieg would eanly have dstracted from
the surprige sTTest of the mosk prepurations, The medlum and
bsavy baltalione of be dirision and sorps wers ssslgned
migalong 85 Bs Lo ohlsin the maxisum hensfit of sserdinsticr
and flssibiiliy. The two srilllesy group hssfquarisrs wers
able ze sosrdinete ihe fires ¢f thres batlslione essh; the
Divielon Ardillesry Hesdguerters wse suthorized o eall upom
these dirset, in sdditiom %o eonirelling she fives of “ia owm
six organis and sttached hatisiiems; sssh Light battslion was
reinforesd by a mediom wall, spd Fimally the sorps was ahls $o
Bring down the fire of all battallons: within rss
- fergei, Thus we have great Tlexibility in the sombimation ef
shgnmels threugh waleh suppert sould be obtained snd the

e on & single
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variety of typse, eeiibers and rapges of Waapons Tepresantsd.
™e sosparatios of ihe tsoks xnd infsntry in this
astion was exiresmely eloss. Albhough we noted sl ssversl
: ged snd tesmporarily lest in frisndly minefields,
sed more by the mslfunetioning of ibe detectors im
the extrems sold ratler then hesauss of any fault of the sup-
ported troeps. Iz other cases the tanks were purpodely left
‘hehind when 1t wes kuown thet ike terrain was sueh as e mok
favor their smployment. When possible and desirstle, tanks and
tank destroyers insrssssd the mobility of the infsniry by
ANBLEVE whers the ceopsration belwsen the ¥ rescshsd & very
Although 4t has bard tionsd hefore, thinm
missien seuld not have besn sccomplished by the lst Divieses
without the sxesilent supperi ' = | |
the wepoly roentes under most unpsusl westher sonditicne snd the
warious othex Leskes lnsident te this, in sddition Yo ihelr
normel missions, : '

The meagures taksh o ssbisve surpriss reflscisd &
grest desl of dmsginalion and ingaeulby, Ardiilsry was
Aefinitely vaed as 5 mesns b0 gain this wnd e well as pur-
muing 1te norss]) missticon and the diasdvaniage:

zed to our wdvaniage in Tooling the epemy,

Wasresvar poseibie mansuver snd surprise were sub-
rtituted for lsek of mebliiiy mnd vhen the eombimation ef these
Ewo fastors hadi sucessded in dlscrganizing the ermsmy, wobliity
vas inersssed Ly mounting emall infaptry lask forces on tanks
and Sank destrayers so g5 fo maintaliy the effest of &7l fhrse
whileh would alss reisin tke fntisilve.

In thie operabion the eritieal spd cummanding tervales
Teatures wers ssoursd sven Thoush il was pecesary Yo sttask

emiE westher was
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them frontslly sush as at the MORSOFHECE & owing to

the faet tbat thisz sometimes involved sttacks from unexpscied

&irvestions, as in the ssseuli ercsalimg ¢f the AMBIEVE RI
by the ist Battslion, 184k mfantry, this slse helped surgrise
and dsmorelize the eneuy.

Busessalful sosemplishment of this mission would not
im peen poesible without the ingemuity displayed st ail
'lewals of the divielies in the specisl messures tsken s over-
eoms the Aiffizulties of the westher, such &8 the nse of
grevsdss and dypamite for digslog foerholss, suployment of
'wyw halfirssks and prosursment af pative slede.

It 48 quits impossidle to consider Fasse IZIof the
speraticy Trom the sfsndpeint of sny partlovliar reglmsnt sinee
it was & highly ccordinated division satiom, Although this
polat of ccordinmiion cannot be overstressed, the succsssful
sseomblishment of the plan would have besn impessible without
somplsie senperation of all unita imvolwvsd, This ineludes the
2nd Divisien's assistsncs in fasilitating the passsge sf the
:xhﬁa;_eks.ng__ unity tareugh thelir 1iwes, units of the lat Divisien
doing the same Tor other ssssuly forees, and &l im rendering

mutusl support amd suppert by fire wherever
ether point is made Lars, Lt le hopef that this speration
. exempiiTies what esn be mssomplished under sxtremely diffisult

sonditions when ssoperstion snd eoordinetion are ssmplets.




. F giving &m&irw misgim_-
penent welts of m 1&*&‘%&‘*“ s command .
amander has besu restristed in his sotions
By higher m‘m -i%r, #rery effort skould be exerted by him

znd mtammm sopmsndera To have ihe Nﬁ&t—gﬁ;@n Litied

e e PO P T R B
when w-m finished gerving ite ovfgingl Purpess.

Jie  When sevility is _fwited, other factors suek ss uss

of mmw mnd u‘m'm’ ‘1!@ hﬁ!&@lﬂﬂ.&%ﬁiﬂ m Imporisnt

v Wy ..mw.m of 1 im san bs the most iwtani
eingle faeter 1x The mmosess of am stosek.
m:w&m fm the stlask M ot be jesrardizsd
S AR ATaRT Eama ke Ve, tive AaThaR AOIA ouiy RLar
the Pt not inpeir his sffectiivensas.

l ALs. A msm& is not assextisl %o ihe susosesful aAcsom-

y sommernder mush have & reserys, bowsvsr, with
h—l—_—*-l——_—-#
m . o mameuver im srder to dssisively influenee the mstion.
8. ZEmploymsut cf maneuver im axTeloping is sntirely
Taosilin aven SaRarTERRAL T1ons of 1iatted BoRIIIY,
S ——
. Ewm MeaNE mst e u&a@, to geiz spd retsin the
izltintiys m es By a_samaiw ' '
m
V10, & theroughly soordinsted plan ef witssk helps galz
 srprise and the initistive hesse minivising sasusltles.
1%, @mﬁ ate coeperation bﬁ“kwm ik m&:ﬁe pating units
i% mumml in the suesessful stascution of & hs.g‘b,...y OO
m

dlosted plan,




e Q

sptal. attacke on sriiisal terrsin festures can bhe

|#ﬁgn K Tam Ta11 back *@‘fisht tn ansfier Teoslity.

1%, winm maw my asfar m attasker the adventsgs
_--——-——-—lm
lﬁ the rénks of ihe defender,

1—5@ . _::?.:el"' ] ek s 3 L | g8 g " ..'-:}--’,_;_ %m @hﬂs

p‘&[m wilesa thsy have besn antisipated inm sdVARSE .
1 iﬁ,‘ 5@:@%&3 nqaiﬁmam% o sainisin g@halihy acd Eioiulie

m order 6 aitaek suesessfully dusing mtww
| B i u—
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ﬁw ﬂnsm gism;y
Eartlﬁgnnﬁns, Georsis

Blpegs you bave Broess ®o the publlished sesounts &
T Oorps and Ths E.‘J* sfom, T wilil marely tell yeu my rssolise-
. i’t»,ﬂm of what happened at Butmenbash,

The 26tk T rushed down firsi on abouil & ithrse-howr
alert, and Ven Butberland selesisd ble gronnf. Colensl Bsitls
'wag @n Lsave 2% the $lme, arzd sc wers the sffiasrs and men of
the guots slivtisd the Srocpe.

™e despsrate defense of The Division from 20 m
Deceabsr was dspandent Sn ibe sussees o selding the hings
pied by the 26%h, You cmurot make oo slromg & smny m‘wat;

éh_a'h&ai.e szbions of ike Hegiment durisg the four «ritigal Asyw.,

Hew, here is whers we gat down e the snawsr 22 fo
lm the 2%7d was attsched instesd of having it relievs the 264k,

o 4% seon s& we came nnder mml st Field Marshal
Monbhgomary, he sent an aide down to report os the sitostion im
m vigien asctor, The mext dey anokber aifds LA Thol .
Chpperently what lis tweo sides paw wiih their own eyse sssursd
mr&umm that the Sivge was in compsient nends.

: ware issusd Shat the 2630 Irfaniry would net be moved

sment on his own APProvel. m..s EAY Sppess in written form

some pliags in Divielon er Cerpe Fllee., 2 46 not ksew of that

m T %:ﬁn the combanta of the o=der, and iney wers what T
E E w

Next, when the time came %o zloss bhs #ap, our
@chema of BPARoUTSr m & gWing plvotsd on the mﬂi@n af the
268h. I reoe ided that the 20th be relieved by & rezimsnt
of ike 24 Mﬁ; on so that we sould move Lt to the m,ght Tignk.

2eviapn "Monty =" ovder stlil stood-~-T do pofh kzowe--
im?« e ?m m aﬁﬁa&o& te The Divislior sad teok over the
' nned Tor the 35&&3

6ve the situation overliays, you can ees how
by wers logleosl sud fisiated by the pro-

w; 51’ &ﬁt&@ka.
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thing o thls Pbsse, let me kmov.

B EEWE S B2 BB 2 EFEE SN S N R E S ESEEEEEFER

A pertified trus sxirast
copy of mﬁm in ﬂ'
‘persemal Do fons,

wrel, 1ot Isfantry Divisien




Plstam sontimmad in reszrvs peeition in NIDRUN (firek
ssotion wt O05-085, sseond st 304-06%), Xy fire Light., No
sasurltise . '

L%, Faxion

tm“aﬁ posftlions in BUTCENBACH,
) 44 oms lank om roed wﬁ

=036, m tw& %mku i road zusrd vatpest
&m;r wh Qlﬂhﬁﬁﬂe Ey Pive ifghi. Yo sssualties.

Piatcon aaim L Oe &% 0615 fer aitusk o seuih, Pry
csadsd cown dsslarsd sleared of mines hy aitacksd saginsers
4o point sn, of BUYGENBACH (5$09-030) vhsre Poi siruck Amertesn
nines, Thres lenks hed trsecks blown off. Pourth tenk hsd
y Bl _mm ‘glm tat eould sbill operate, This tank
Tema undamaged tack vonSivesd with L ds te 9@?%@25*

ﬂN Forsed wim awsl of ipfentry, Twe tanks rejsined

disabled tamis. Oompany umm,ama began work 1:;@@@ B%%u;im
'5&&&%@5 began wwh: 2% 1330, "0" Cempany msintensnce ms-
Eisted sl 1530, A% L500 w aged tank procsssded %o "K Gis ﬁ? '
ireRliute sty o L e U

epara Bga ¥ s Asting

by falil froz Lank in minstisld, mmaﬁamq Your Nga:u‘ | tanks
_e!mu& fifth at *T" OF st 1‘?*&5@ Wight attaek witk "E" Co
sunshed &t 1820 dus seulh. Objective: woods vle BS0-020,

ntry guides led tanks hehind infsnitry compeny. Two tanks
hesams mited im diteh and swow ma mid 8t 853-087. Uims was
extrisstad by platosn tenke. Pour tenks procsesded with
infantry inte woode and after small srma ﬂrs Tight sncupisd
-ﬂjs#’t«im@ Tezike held to rear of infen rasitionas until
Anfantry sould e dup ix. BSab. Gundbsrg becsss seting plsteon
By firve moderste., Plsioon 2ucupisd tos in woods witk

"I* sompenies st 892-023. (lossd inm position 2300,

fie Day

hroughout thia spsratlion the platovns rspained sttachsd <o
mﬁapm;mly wiEbered Betialioms of the 184k Iefemtry
theorwiae 1ndlsnted in Llhe text,

=AY =




k. Began mkaﬁn@mﬂmgmmww
ing T-5 mad tw Tanks it_@u‘k iy 0830, 'hie tsak
: L ned, @t Sed En__@!’ st Béswﬁﬁ'f Pl darimess tonight to
m;nﬂ:n p.um pur Lamks with "K* Go !.n__wcﬁa vie 8
moved at 1100 semh o edge of woole &t 890 Suppor
with M5 and cannom fire iofapntry pateals ammtm %o mth and
aegt, iufsniey chserved and fired om in woods %5 direet
wEst.  ITOS ey tenks s SP guxn firsd on infentry vositions
in mm Swa e three ey mgung partieipated, Traks returmed
Pire,. No desisive reguiis obmsrved inscfsr ss hite were con-
merasd, Ey m ﬂ_mﬁ % Artillsry and mortar firs hesvy
» Apmroximsteiy 1% rounds fired, plas 5600 Wi,
o ggﬁmﬂ p‘ls’&mm at 1300, earvying lesd of smwo. Nao

L, Day

Flatoor meved with lst Bx at 0700 from TegsUve Doplitiom

in BIGRUE (firat esstion at 908-065, sesond at 904-063) to new
:mgﬁ.ﬁﬁm supperilog 2% Isf im LIGNERYILLE (805 989}, clesing
ip ares 0OF%0, Ten miles., £y Tire vsry iight. No ssapuelvlss,

4%, Paxtoen

mm somiineed im BUTGENBACH with 2ad Em,
wmm af the m‘. Dosupying Whres mﬁﬁmg m%@n @P
anks &8¢ FiA-044. ewe tank on Tesd guard ontpest duty
a\k 911#&3& m two tenks om resd guss{ eulpest Juty at 91.0-
058, i‘g.m Lighil. ¥e ceauslties.

L%, Warthing
ﬁiﬁim with "E* and "3V dsa in
8 #;« @$ﬁ§&§ﬂ§é ?ﬁs 78 sand l*ﬁ

o rm s sy sge and other oy instaiistlons

east snd smth. ﬂﬁﬁl}m am mortar Firs scobinusd very
hesvy. Weaiher ac. d. Living sem
sasuslties,

ditions wlssrasle. Ko

Platoon remained in pogilon with Lw. Br 7 LIGRENVILLE
i&%%@% Infantey clearing wooded Bil. o esRb, Mﬂ
syalilabl ity to jein the operation. Ey fire
il,m . mmalﬂas@
Tk, Pazxton
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stoon - (sems ae 17 Tmmussy)

Pistoon sontinued fire missions withk Jrd Ba., One ssetion
af two tanke remsaized fn poe ir woods at S90-01iF with YIV mud
"K" sempanies, $irst sechion Pired om ey Doe im woode tr meuth
from Zire positioms wie Bn (T st 8?5-@;#@, firs lighs. Pt
Mresttl alightly lnjured in kead by gun rsecil, evasusted.
Pirst sestion spent nipht as &%ﬁﬁ?u

L% E&}

m&m moyed ont of LIGNEMVILIE (A05-880) st 1700 &n

around wooded Bill to sees. In vie of JIVELD "mm La’%ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ‘ﬂ
fire fight wite sy i» bhouses ﬁlm soad te souta,

s trask of one tsuk, Frisadly TD 10 :

itz over owr hesds ssored Jdirsst tiis m sugine

msns 8 -mfﬂﬁé"s tank, Yenk burned, Szt Tippetl sli

woundled by shrapnell, sveousated., ALt nddnight in pos at

L%, Pastom

'.°':'. %Wﬁ &

M a6 Jamusry 17 except for 4he Tollowing). A% 0700
_mwm took un firs POA &1 -029 and 905032, firing m@mis

at ey amﬁaﬁ wools divest south. firs 1ight. No
ties, FEscurnsd from five mission =t 1300.
5. Worthing

Fistoom confinued in ssme pos inm ing: first segtien
vie B OF st 986-025, gssond ‘x woods ab &9@-& 8, In merning
firpt ssstion wenl on bavassizg fiving mission vis Ba &F. One
tenk ﬂ_;i EEls :__by mmm gipe is rleld previcusly desclared
alasred. red and resjored o astion by noon. Second
@mt&m jeined twmt at 1300, Flateon remaized in pos 84 896«
%7 balsnee ¢f day, s recdiness for midnight move %0 woods
im mm@ Ey Tire light. No sssualiles.

« Day

ﬂm@m rengined fw pos vis IVELDINGEN (852-976),. 1 g“"mﬁm
nsuaa ef jast night, Ons tank stuck along rosdside. Oowsacy
Ak nee in afternoon resoversd stusk isnk. 8§ :ﬂg& Fisly
and mw. svasueted Isst night to sompeny OF, meanned smother
remaived ou sall 2t sompsny 0P Dending m Tetara 4o
ﬁm Four tsnks amtm@ here, ons weiting us &b coppsny
E?i !r MQ Li@.‘l. ﬁ@ : N BT

> gheusliien,

L%, Paxten
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e = %m £F TT Jm&g’?i

At miﬁm.%t mﬁman meved fmm pos at BS6-037 Lo pos iz
voods 80. of BEOE M (902-017), remaialing thers Trom JLOO
bo noom., AL noon 'vs& k1) %4-&‘15 for jump-of? on atiack
slearing woods to ssal, Prosesdsd to pea m grant of hill
ia evver @h,gu%;m with Fire (51423}, At 1600 woods ol earwd,
,wimmm L8 . 8ad plateocn moved into ww&a for misht pos
with infa w &1'« BT -%Sa Eﬁ" fire 113@.@4 o &&m&lﬂﬁﬁc

L%e. Day

Fiantoon moved by iiself &t 08B0 £ & vig IVELDINGEN
(&52«9’?‘&) to former Tsssrvs Pos i w e fivet sesties at

908~ 065 ) {(sescnd sestion st gmmﬂéﬁﬂ ploaing in area st 1000,
Tan ni%gas Prt Jokneton syamustsd, siek. F Tire light, No
sasunlbise.

Fladoos eontimuss in three faiﬁi@nﬂ in SITGENBACH
(pletoon 0F with lwo %enks st 514-04b, ope bank s% S13-0%6,
and twottenks &t §10-038). 4% 1100 thres Lamks went to fire
pes st 915-020, fired 40 rennds into woods fo s@uﬁheaﬁt@ oo
Teters Bgt Irelsnd's tmk Blasusd by unexpleded 50 m hm

oy B or cgsma, Tenk desiroyed, mtm_ﬁ urn

'Mita.g geriouely Lwojur #TEBE L gzt Imimd ug;hm
sundedl. Go Maint w&m%m mmmt, mmrte. No sther
ﬁ&mj.ﬁﬂﬂm
L%, Werthing

mam sontigied fire missions in suppert "I" and "R
o 1ier lv wooda soukh of BUTGENBAGH (ﬁ‘a}. =018 | :
t‘,himx 75, Té and 105, plus M3 fire, #gt Gundbsrg's m
FPirved on by &7 bhazonkas, wes mlssed, tank ME fire destroyed
bazooks man. Frisopera takem: 0. Li. Quinn reiieyved Li.
Dsy &% 1700, Pletesn in pes for night ab 908-017 asd 508-01%
i two aesctlione, Xy flire heavisr, No caguelitiss,

;J:. o Qulnos

(omitted. A L piakoope tosuplsd defensive positlions.)

. Platoss meved st 0500 from NIDRUM éﬁ@%@é g (96&-%3@
with led Bm to asa. Dos vis umma@ 910-0348), At 113
WQ& ts vis SOM BUTSENBADH (630-017), now being ﬁtunheﬁi R

v BE -




2nd Bs. Following 2nd Fistson. OColumn deleyed by 2nd Fleivos
tank and Ths hitting nimes on 'm.&as Lrtillery ﬂm heavy om
roate, At 1806 resched positiem sis ¥ 5 (120-004,
1t Sepiien Yo mp&mt 2nd Fi 2
tlon attnshed to 2nd Flatoen fe DERBTEZID
: srater while mmwm& f@:' ﬂr@ mﬁmtv
mm@m 5% m‘;@-m e Oo, Mmink. werked until 0400 next 45y
'&ry in sxtricates Lawk, broke sable on T+5. Plateoon (minus
2scond ssciion) remained at _m-m Zor balange of night.
1600 Rds W firsd a® sy ppoviing flrs 1900 ic 2100, Ey Tirs
moderste., No sssuglties,

;I-.?ﬁe m%@fﬂ

toon moved at 1130 from pouitione inm FUTEENBACHE (91

B, Q‘Llwﬁﬁ& and FL0-0%8) with 2md Pm in attssk on MODKES
B;‘ a,z?mmw m hesayy or rosd route used. BSgt Flovenish

nded zy ahe mt End evesuated. A1 1330 sscomd tank
@mw tarks pulied dimnibled tenk and
trask be : BAGE (929-023) to alesr ens wey
south rord, ﬁwm mm mm at 1470, Ooutsoled infanisy
at 927-007. Imfsctry mounted tanks for finel ssssuly 25 alime.
4ive, Two tanke Trom Lut mmnm gtsagbed %o our plstoon,
wiing slz tanks in ssssuli lope dlsabled previsusly by nmh
1666 isunehed sEssuli, moving iz live of solumne of twe off
the rosd, astride L&, bw:mg direstly upon the wowe, ¥Fired
150 748 75 snd 76, 8500 .50 M3 end 20,000 .30 WS, Gopparsiiom
between infantry apd tenks erssllisnt,, 4% 2100 sbjsetive wap
ererTum. Next two hﬁws spend ix sopping wp howsss, isclated
MEU sl 8y. @' artillisey fire hsavy, No mmﬁ%&% wﬁ* us .
mm&ltus 1ight. Went inte night pos =% 906-99 \

b Worthing

Platopn l1efl im woads Wﬁ%ﬁm withk "L™ Jo, ma Teat of
3nf B ralieved lamt night, Miseion s suppert sdvanss of
iet Bo Inf ¢ nbjisetives ‘v woods, Fired 50 rda 75 and 5000
Mh. Ey fire very light, A% 1.5@@ vlatosn relisved Lrom ihe
line a=d attashment to ist Pn Tor rest. Fiatoon assembled with
fempany OF at BUTORNBACE (909=-04%). No samualiies,

mm foumd plsteen inm tws ssoiloms, three tanks 8% va
oD, twe tepls with 2nd Plajoon ip MODERBCHEID (906-922), In
AN Bn Malnt resovered tank stusk in bosb srater st 913-997.
A% moon platoen revaried i sontrel of lat Bo, mmm g
senbled and rressedel to sasupr B shlastives in ivws sestices)
twe tsnke st 2.5-9 thes &t S09-380, ¥y Five 1ighi. Ko
espualtlee, Olosed .s:a pegitlione 2200,




I

i

in merning pieteon asaisfed Inf i mop npy &y in nesryy
 woods, sasisting in septurs of aboul A0, At poon platowm
acved from pos &t S06-992 to new pos &% 907-995, ?mth in

MODER. _m@» Ko mﬂ ST By ?ire heevy in mornisg, Light
wise Lk, Worthing

hold m#m@‘&&vn’fﬁr imann Bﬁiﬂeh Ey Tire 11@:;. Ne

gasnaltliee, fE
‘F‘-fﬁfi k4 M

 Plalsen emained in pesiticn in two ssotlovs vie MODER-
CRENR ;.  Skoes Tanks Lo woods 2t 909-500 on main road, o
bRl x in resarve st 915-584 . Tire heavy in morning on

- s s 1 rest of lsy. T/4 MeGrath arafted for
werisre, Ko caspaliiss,

Lt,. FREiss

mmm remained im poeities in MODERSOHEID [S07T-%8%8),

anising snd resupplyleg. Ey 7irs ilght. No samsaitise,
L. Worithing

#E g gwm&nm reEsTve f@rm fuxs
nd Bgt. Sam left for peas Lo Paris. Lb.
ey “gire iignt. No sasuaities., Two

ained pistocn in MODERSUEEID st 2000,

It. Quinm

Notes; Tos eriginal copies of thess reporis ars iu the possess
slon of Captain Wallsee . Wardner, m
m@ wmm mﬁi ﬁ’m nmm m Lu

| TAEth Tack Battalion).




